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FREDERICK THE GREAT | 


INTRODUCTION 


The Prussian army of King Frederick II, ‘the Great’, 
became so renowned as a result of its campaigns, princip- 
ally during the Seven Years’ War, that it was regarded as a 
model for many of the other armies of Europe. Its success 
was founded on the fact that it was led by one of the 
greatest commanders of history; and its quality was refined 
by Frederick’s methods and leadership, which trans- 
formed what was in many cases unpromising material into 
an army generally unsurpassed in Europe. 

Frederick’s infantry is most often regarded as the 
cornerstone of his military system, the resilience of which 
allowed Prussia to survive and ultimately to emerge 
triumphant from a war against most of the great European 
powers, which by all normal reckoning should have 
resulted in the extinction of Prussia, or at least its 
reduction to the insignificant state it had been before the 
days of Frederick William, ‘the Great Elector’ (reigned 
1640-88). Yet the excellence of the infantry was not 
founded on the actions of Frederick the Great, but upon 
those of his father, King Frederick William I; upon his 
accession to the throne in 1740 Frederick IT inherited an 
infantry force already in a state of great proficiency. It was 
upon the cavalry, which at times was a force equally as 
decisive as the infantry, that Frederick’s methods had their 
greatest effect. 

Frederick William’s infantry was, in the opinion of his 
successor, a ‘splendid instrument’; conversely, Frederick 
the Great found the cavalry in a desperate state. Proficient 
only at ceremonial drill on foot, Frederick claimed that 
they could not manage their horses and were commanded 
by officers totally ignorant of what was required of them in 
action. The cuirassiers he described as ‘giants on ele- 
phants’, who could neither manoeuvre nor fight, and who 
fell off their horses even on parade; they were so bad, he 
claimed, that ‘it isn’t worth the devil’s while’ to use them. 

The reforms and training Frederick instituted had 
remarkably rapid effects, even though bad behaviour could 
still be observed as late as the Seven Years’ War. (For 


example, with notable exceptions, cavalry performance at 
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somewhat dishevelled and 
snuff-stained. (Engraving 
by Bartolozzi after 
Ramberg) 


‘Old Fritz’: King Frederick 
IL, ‘the Great’, wearing the 
undress coat which he 
favoured, generally 


Kolin was so unimpressive that the hussar general War- 
nery remarked that issuing orders to them was akin to 
talking to a wall.) 

Probably the most significant reason for the cavalry’s 
rapid improvement, and its later maintenance of high 
standards, was the calibre of men from which it was 
recruited. One reason for the rigid discipline enforced in 
the Prussian service was to ameliorate the bane of the 
army, desertion: as Frederick himself admitted, ‘Our 
regiments are composed of half our own people and half 
foreigners who enlist for money: the latter only wait for a 
favourable opportunity to quit a service to which they have 
no particular attachment.’ (This, and succeeding quota- 


3 


tions from Frederick, are taken from his various /nstruc- 
tions issued to his generals, which provide a unique insight 
into his methods. Initially secret documents, they were 
soon circulated and published in translations throughout 
Europe; the English edition of 1818 is probably the most 
accessible, its re-publication immediately after the military 
revolution occasioned by the Napoleonic Wars being 
testimony to the good sense represented by the /nstruc- 
tions, which were not just applicable to Frederick’s own 
era.) 

The cavalry contained the smallest proportion of 
desertion-prone impressed peasants and unreliable mer- 
cenaries; indeed, Frederick’s Instructions indicate that the 
presence of cavalry picquets were a principal discourage- 
ment to desertion, so the cavalry had to be reliable. Most of 
the heavy cavalry (cuirassiers and dragoons) were drawn 
from the independent peasantry, many of whom had 
experience of working with horses from their agricultural 
background; and although Frederick initially recruited 
Hungarians and similar wild elements for his hussars, he 
later experienced no difficulty in finding suitable recruits 
for the light cavalry, from the attractions of loot and the 
less restrained lifestyle of hussar service. 


Men and mounts 


Frederick reduced the ponderous size of his ‘heavies’ from 
the ‘giants on elephants’ he had inherited, but the fact that 
the effectiveness of cuirassiers depended upon their 
physical presence and the impetus of a charge on large 
horses meant that they remained the largest men: the 
minimum height for cuirassiers and dragoons was 5 ft. 
sin., with horses in proportion. Conversely, the rapid 
movement required of hussars needed smaller men, so that 
their maximum height was 5 ft. sin. Supply of suitable 
horses was more difficult; the heavy regiments were 
mounted principally upon the powerful north German 
breed and the hussars upon lighter and swifter so-called 
‘Polish’ horses, purchased in Poland, Russia and the 
Balkans. The darkest horses were the best in contemporary 
estimation, and were thus allocated to the cuirassiers. The 
protracted campaigning of the Seven Years’ War, how- 
ever, made it impossible for standards to be maintained; 
although the cuirassiers continued to be mounted on 
German horses, the lighter breeds had to be utilised for 
dragoons, initially for rear ranks but eventually for entire 
regiments. 

The calibre of officer increased markedly under 
Frederick’s insistence that his officers ‘secure the friend- 
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ship and confidence of the private soldier... ifin any affair 
he knows how to conduct himself agreeably to the 
dispositions of the people under him, the execution of it 
will be more easy, pleasant, and certain’. The discovery of 
talented cavalry leaders, most famously the dissolute 
cuirassier general Friedrich Wilhelm von Seydlitz, and the 


irreplaceable hussar Hans Joachim von Zieten, was an © 


invaluable assistance to Frederick. 

Rigorous training was another factor: at least when 
conditions permitted, cavalrymen were given two years’ 
schooling to turn them not only into a disciplined, cohesive 
body, but also into excellent horsemen, in which Seydlitz 
personally led the way—a magnificent rider, he was 
capable of lifting his hat off the ground with a sabre-point, 
at a gallop. Frederick regularly trained his army in 
peacetime not only in barrack-square manoeuvres, but in 
large-scale exercises which resembled real campaigns, and 
thus the various elements of the army were used to 
collaborating in combined operations. Unlike the Austrian 
service, in which hussars were independent of the rest and 
regarded as somewhat barbaric Hungarian tribesmen, in 
Frederick’s army there was some interchange of personnel 
between light and heavy regiments (even Seydlitz had 
commanded a hussar squadron in the Second Silesian 
War) so that each was aware of the other’s characteristics. 


Tactics 


Organisation for combat was determined by the capa- 
bilities of the various elements, though exigencies of 
service did not always allow the cavalry to be utilised in the 
‘ideal’ manner envisaged by Frederick. (Each of the three 
‘arms’ was supposedly capable of performing the duties of 
the others: Frederick’s stated aim was that the cuirassiers 
and dragoons ‘should be as adroit as the hussars’, and that 
the hussars ‘should be able to charge with as much 
cohesion’ as the heavier regiments; this was largely 
achieved, except that the cuirassiers were not ideal for 
reconnaissance duties). 

When assembled in line-of-battle, the ideal formation 
was for the first line to be composed of cuirassiers, with no 
more than ten paces between squadrons, arrayed like a wall 
(en muraille) to ride down the enemy. The second line 
acted as the immediate support for the first, to cover gaps 
and deal with any enemy who broke through; and instead 
of simply following the first line, were also to manoeuvre 
on the enemy’s flanks and engage his supports. Dragoons 
were ideally employed in this role, having much of the 
impetus of a cuirassier charge but capable of more rapid 


Order of battle, as 
specified in 1748, showing 
the employment of various 
types of cavalry: (1) first 
line infantry; (2) second 
line infantry; (C) 
cuirassiers—first line 
cavalry; (D) dragoons— 
principally second line 
cavalry, with reserve in 
third line; (H) hussars— 
third line cavalry. 
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(three regiments). (H) 
hussars: ten squadrons as 
flank-protection, five 
squadrons as third line. 


The right wing of an army, 
as specified in 1744; 
numerals indicate the 
number of squadrons in 
each bodv: (C) cuirassiers 
as first line cavalrv: twenty 
squadrons or more. (D) 
dragoons: second line 
cavalrv, 15 squadrons 


manoeuvre. The third line acted as a general reserve for the 
whole army, to cover any breakthroughs and especially to 
pursue a beaten enemy: the speed of manoeuvre required 
meant that this was the best employment for hussars. It 
was forbidden fully to commit the third line until the battle 
was decided, at least four squadrons being held as a mobile 
reserve until the enemy infantry was actually in flight. 
These regulations were not enforced slavishly, however; 
Frederick allowed his generals freedom of action. He put 
especial importance on the abilities of the commander of 
the second line, who if necessary was to use part of his 
command to extend the first line if the enemy made a 
flanking movement, in which case he was to take squadrons 
from the third line to replace those advanced from the 
second; and to avoid confusion, the second line had always 
to be at least 300 yards behind the first. The third-line 
commander was also to ‘act for himself, without orders, to 
support a threatened wing or to attack in the flank an 
enemy pursuing a broken Prussian wing, to stall the 
pursuit and enable the retiring Prussians to rally. Freder- 


baggage-train with cavalry 
escorts; (6) one regiment of 
hussars on each flank 
deployed in squadrons, 
flank-protection for 
baggage; (7) one regiment 
of hussars, deployed in 
squadrons, as rear-guard. 


Advance of an army in 
columns, showing 
disposition of cavalry: (1) 
first line cavalry— 
generally cuirassiers; (2) 
first line infantry; (3) 
second line cavalry— 
generally dragoons; (4) 
second line infantry; (5) 


ick noted a variation in these tactics, should the second 
line be composed of the heaviest cavalry whose ability for 
rapid manoeuvre was thus restricted: in such circum- 
stances, although the second-line commander was still to 
follow the charge of the first line, his troops had to be kept 
compact and not disordered, and prepare to receive 
prisoners routed by the first line. 

The principal tactical unit was the squadron, only 
secondly the regiment; no permanent brigade system 
existed. Two methods of approach to an enemy were 
possible: either at right-angles with the squadrons deploy- 
ing progressively from line-of-march into line-of-battle, or 
approaching parallel to the enemy and wheeling right or 
left as necessary, the latter being the preferred method. For 
battle, squadrons were initially formed three ranks deep, 
though by late 1757 a two-rank line had been adopted, 
initially to compensate for a shortage of men, but retained 
when it was found to be more effective; although the three- 
rank line remained the official (though rarely practised) 
disposition. Hussars always formed in two ranks. 


Advance of an army in 
‘wings’, prior to engaging 
the enemy and thus with 
baggage not included: (1) 
first line infantry; (2) 
second line infantry; (3) 


first line cavalry— 
generally cuirassiers; (4) 
second line cavalry— 
generally dragoons; (5) 
hussars. 


Retreat of an army in two 
wings, showing disposition 
of cavalry: (1) right wing 
cavalry; (2) left wing 
cavalry; (3) right wing 
infantry; (4) left wing 
infantry; (5) right wing 
rearguard: 3 battalions of 
infantry; (6) left wing 


rearguard: 3 battalions of 
infantry; (7) ten hussar 
squadrons, deployed to 
cover rearguard. The 
designation ‘right’ and 
deft’ was made with the 
army facing the enemy, 
not when facing the 
direction of retreat. 


The charge 


Great importance was placed upon the spirit and rapidity 
of the attack, in which no check was to be made and no 
firearms used, the impetus of the charge with the sabre 
being paramount. (Frederick William I had appreciated 
the merits of the charge with the sabre and had forbidden 
his dragoons to use firearms at this juncture: in fact, despite 
the deficiencies, the cavalry he inherited was probably not 
so inept as Frederick the Great later stated.) The object of 
the charge, wrote Frederick, was to ‘overset the enemy by 
the furious shocks of our cavalry. By means of this 
impetuosity, the coward is hurried away, and obliged to do 
his duty as well as the bravest; no single trooper can be 
useless. The whole depends upon the spirit of the attack’. 

The actual mechanism of the charge was specified by 
Frederick on a number of occasions, to be built up from the 
trot and delivered at the gallop; in 1742 he decreed that the 
gallop must commence 100 paces from the enemy, but in 
1744 from 200 paces. Frederick’s demands increased with 
the proficiency of his cavalry; in 1750 he ordered a 1,200- 
yard advance to be covered half at a trot and half a gallop, 
and in 1754 4,000 yards at a trot, 1,800 at a gallop and the 
last 300-400 at top speed. It remained critical that 
cohesion be maintained until the very moment of impact. 
As the charge was delivered the troops were to stand in 
their stirrups and raise their swords in the air (not ‘point’ 
them), to prepare for a downward cut on the enemy’s head 
or body. (The cavalry seems generally to have ridden with 
‘long’ stirrups: Frederick decreed that a hand’s breadth 
between seat and saddle was sufficient when standing in 
the stirrups, or two hands’ breadth for hussars.) 

Frederick stressed that the cavalry should always 
charge, never be charged: a revealing comment is an 
their 
Hohenfriedberg—that there was a morass in their path, 


Austrian excuse for failure to attack at 


but also that the Prussians charged them first! This spirit 
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Composition of a 
vanguard of an army on 
the march, showing 
disposition of cavalry: (1) 
Dragoon detachment, one 
or two squadrons, leading 
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the column and preceded 
by scouting parties; (2) 
Grenadier battalion; (3) 
Five squadrons of 
dragoons; (4) Three 
grenadier battalions; (5) 


Five squadrons of 
dragoons; (6) Two 
grenadier battalions; (7) 
Infantry regiment; (8) 
‘Grand guard’ of cavalry— 
detachment to secure 


camping ground; (9) 
‘Small encampment’— 
cavalry baggage; (10) 
‘Grand guard’ of infantry; 
(11) Main baggage. 


Friedrich Wilhelm von 
Seydlitz (1721-83), 
Frederick’s great 
commander of heavy 
cavalry. This print after 
Richard Knôtel shows him 
in the uniform of his 8th 
Cuirassiers, with the 
regimental distinctions of 
blue facings, silver lace, 
blue lace on the turnbacks 
and red cuirass-edging. 
The off-white shabrague 
and holster caps bear the 
regimental black eagle 
device, with silver lace and 
fringe used by officers. 
Note also the gilt scales on 
the rear straps of the 
cuirass. 


of offence was one of Frederick’s cardinal rules for success; 
others included the simultaneous mass action of the whole 
force available, with one common aim, not charges by 
individual squadrons upon scattered targets; that if 
possible the greater weight of the charge should be 
delivered upon a flank; and that surprise should be 
achieved by advancing under cover wherever possible, as 
performed most spectacularly by Seydlitz at Rossbach. 

Once the charge was delivered and the enemy broken, 
great importance was placed upon the ability to rally 
quickly and effectively, so as better to renew the attack or 
resist a counter-charge (hence the stress placed upon the 
maintenance of a formed reserve in the third line). The 
rally was to be made as quickly as possible after the 
enemy’s flight; it was stated especially that troopers were 
not to look for their own place in the ranks, or even their 
own company, but to reform the squadron in whatever way 
they could to perform the process at maximum speed. 


Skirmishing 
Skirmishing and reconnaissance were equally vital, and 
although normally the preserve of hussars, “hussar service’ 
was taught to all. In reconnoitring, officers were exhorted 
not to engage the enemy but to behave with circumspec- 
tion and remember that their task was to gather inform- 
ation: ‘In war, the skin of a fox is at times as necessary as 
that of a lion, for cunning may succeed where force fails.’ 
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When skirmishing, although hussars could fire their 
carbines from the saddle, not more than one troop of each 
sguadron was to be deployed in open order with firearms, 
the remainder keeping in close order in readiness to engage 
with the sabre. Against Austrian light troops, Frederick 
ordered that his skirmishers of dragoons and hussars 
should always advance hastily and “attack them closely 
formed and sword in hand, as this is a sort of rencontre 
which they cannot endure, it has always happened that we 
have beaten them, without paying regard to the superiority 
of their numbers’. If attacked by enemy skirmishers, 
hussars were to “attack their adversary vigorously, though 
they should be fired upon, and never suffer themselves to 
give way, but fall resolutely on them without making any 
use of their firearms’. 

Conversely, instead of the speed employed in the attack, 
Frederick instructed that when withdrawing, skirmishers 
should move as slowly as possible and contest every defile 
or bridge, ‘to suffer the bad horses to gain ground, and the 
good ones to get wind’, riders with bad horses always being 
directed to retire first. 

Despite the emphasis placed on the sabre, dragoons 
were taught to fight on foot as proficiently as infantry, and 
even hussars could fight dismounted if necessary: on the 
day before Leuthen dismounted hussars stormed and 
captured the town of Neumarkt with as much ability in 
street-fighting as if they had been grenadiers. Alterna- 
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The charge of Seydlitz’s 
cuirassiers at Freiberg, 
October 1762, illustrating 
the method of the charge, 


the troopers knee-to-knee 
(en muraille) with swords 
raised. (Engraving after 
Adolph Menzel) 


tively, cuirassiers were trained to fight on foot only when 
they were surprised when dismounted, to delay the enemy 
sufficiently to enable them to mount and re-form. 

The result of the improvements in Frederick’s cavalry 
was to provide him with a force equally as important as his 
infantry. The proficiency and resulting high morale 
attained by the cavalry, coupled with the abilities of 
Frederick’s cavalry commanders, enabled his mounted 
arm to act not merely as a support but as a decisive force in 
its own right, as demonstrated in such immortal victories 
as Rossbach and Leuthen. 

(Other mounted troops, for example Frei-Korps, were 
employed by Frederick in addition to the regular regi- 
ments described here; these will be covered in Part III of 
this study). 


Regimental titles 


Regiments were customarily referred to by the name of 
their colonel or Chef (not necessarily the colonel-in-chief: 
the Garde du Corps, whose Chef was the King, could be 
described by the name of its commanding officer). This 
system can be extremely confusing: the 4th Dragoons, for 
example, in addition to its number, had ten different titles 
during Frederick’s reign; whilst both the 3rd and 7th 
Hussars were styled ‘Malachowski’, albeit after different 
Chefs of that name. To assist in identification of units 
referred to in contemporary sources only by their name, 
the regimental lists which follow include the identity (with 
one forename) of the Chef, with the month of his 
appointment. 
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HEAVY 
CAVALRY 


Frederick’s heavy cavalry comprised the regiments of 
cuirassiers and dragoons (although the latter retained 
aspects of the mounted-infantry service which was the 
origin of dragoons, they were employed in a similar 
manner to the cuirassiers). Frederick inherited twelve 
regiments of cuirassiers, each composed of five squadrons, 
each squadron of two companies of two platoons each. 
Squadron-strength was generally set at 6 officers, 12 
NCOs, 4 musicians (2 trumpeters, 2 drummers), 150-160 
troopers, one or two farriers and a small number of 
orderlies. A small regimental staff raised the regimental 
establishment to include 37 officers and 70 NCOs, and the 
total of a regiment’s personnel to about 870, increasing to 
890 from 1755. Not all were combatants: there was 
provision for about 740 troop-horses per regiment, plus a 
further 80 mounts for the officers. 

In addition to the twelve regiments, the nucleus of a 
thirteenth was formed in 1740 by the creation of the Garde 
du Corps, ranking as the 13th Cuirassiers but initially 
comprising only a single squadron, intended (as the name 
suggests) as the royal bodyguard. Two more squadrons 
were added in 1756, but for active service the regiment was 
brigaded with the roth Cuirassiers. 

Frederick maintained twelve dragoon regiments, of 
which the 3rd was originally styled ‘Horse Grenadiers’ 
(Grenadiere zu Pferde), a designation lost in 1741 after bad 
conduct in action at Baumgarten (at Mollwitz, shortly 
after, they fled). The 4th and gth Regts. were formed in 
1741 (the former from the 3rd), the 12th was taken from 
Wiirttemberg service in 1742, and the roth formed in 1743. 
Establishment was generally like that of the cuirassiers, but 
the 5th and 6th Regts. each had ten squadrons, instead of 
five. 

Hairstyles of the heavy cavalry included a very long 
queue bound with black tape, and rolls over the ears; 
moustaches were worn, but officers were clean-shaven. 
Perhaps as befitted the army of a commander notably lax 
about his own appearance, Frederick’s army was not 
troubled by frequently changing sets of dress regulations. 
With notable exceptions like the change of colour of the 
dragoon uniform, Prussian cavalry uniforms remained 
generally constant in basic pattern throughout Frederick’s 
reign, though as with civilian dress there was a gradual 


The rout of the Prussian 
right wing at Mollwitz, 
when the imperfections in 
the Prussian cavalry were 
redressed by the infantry; 
the roth and 11th 
Cuirassiers were among 
the cavalry dispersed on 
the right wing. (After 
Menzel) 


change of style over the years, the coats tending to become 
less voluminous and the original tricorn hat having its 
front ‘peak’ flattened, which ultimately produced the 
bicorn hat. (It should be noted that Adolph Menzel’s 
illustrations, among the greatest of all uniform art, have a 
tendency to show semi-bicorns instead of the original 
tricorn, though when an early date is ascribed to Menzel’s 
figures he does show the truly three-cornered hat of the 
period.) But although the uniform did not in general 
change radically during Frederick’s reign, the army was 
very careful of its dress, an immaculate appearance being 
an element in the maintenance of discipline; and regi- 
mental distinctions were extremely varied. 


CUIRASSIERS 
The cuirassier uniform was similar to that worn by a 
number of armies, its colouring originally a copy of the 
leather 'buff-coat' which had been almost universal for 
cavalry from the early 17th century. The Prussian cuiras- 
sier coat was consequently originally straw-yellow, a shade 
which varied from a marked yellow colour to buff or off- 
white; as it was found difficult to achieve a uniform shade 
due to variations in the dye, eventually white coats became 
universal. The coat (Kollet) had short skirts with wide 
turnbacks, and facing-coloured deep gauntlet cuffs and 
folding collar; it had neither lapels nor buttons on the 
breast, but fastened to the waist with hooks and eyes, and 
the collar did not extend to the front of the neck. A wide 
strip of regimental lace edged both sides of the breast 
opening (not quite up to the neck), and continued around 
the edge of the turnbacks; similar lace edged the top and 
rear opening of the cuffs. The rank and file had narrow 
straps at the rear of the shoulder, in the colour of the body 
of the coat (red for the roth, red with silver centre for the 


13th), fastened with a button near the collar, to secure the 
straps of the cuirass. 

Beneath the Ko/let was worn a long-skirted waistcoat of 
the facing colour (except roth Regt., dark blue) with an 
edging down the front and around the skirts of narrower 
lace in the regimental design. Breeches and gauntlets were 
white or off-white, and long white stockings or gaiters were 
worn under the high-topped black leather riding boots, 
which had spurs attached by ‘leathers’. All except officers 
and musicians wore a wide girdle of the facing colour 
around the waist, under the cuirass; the stock was of stiff, 
black fabric. 

The tricorn hat had iron reinforcing-bars or a ‘secrete’ 
internally, coloured cords around the base of the crown 
and rosettes in the side corners, and at the left front a black 
fabric cockade secured by a black loop, with a button at the 
lower end. From 1762 white feather plumes were adopted, 
to aid in distinguishing between Prussian and Austrian 
cuirassiers, who wore a similar uniform; the plumes had a 
black tip for NCOs and a black base for officers. 

The cuirass consisted of a front-plate only, secured by 
leather straps which ran along the front of the waist of the 
cuirass and crossed over the wearer’s back; originally of 
buff-yellow leather, they were whitened after the Seven 
Years’ War. Cuirasses were enamelled black (polished for 
the 13th), with edges in the facing-colour. 

The sabre was suspended from a waistbelt of red-brown 
leather, worn beneath the girdle, from a frog or slings. 
Suspended from the same belt was the sabretache, which 
had a curved lower edge, the front in the regimental facing 
colour and bearing a conjoined ‘FR’ cypher below a crown, 
with regimental lace on all but the upper edge; it was not 
worn by officers or trumpeters. The sabre or Pallasch of 
1732 pattern had a broad, straight, double-edged blade and 
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in horse furniture between 
the officer and the troopers 
(left), the former carrying 
no valise at the rear of the 
saddle. (After Menzel) 


Cuirassiers in action. Note 
the gilded scales on the 
rear cuirass straps of the 
officer falling wounded, 
centre; and the difference 


a brass, semi-basket hilt with large spherical pommel and 
ribbed, leather-covered grip. The solid part of the ‘basket’ 
bore an embossed eagle holding a sceptre, below a large 
crown, with the ‘FR’ cypher upon the eagle’s breast. The 
wooden scabbard was covered with dark brown or black- 
ened leather, originally with brass mounts, changed to iron 
during the Seven Years’ War. The sword knot had a red- 
brown leather strap and white fringe, the upper sections of 
the tassel coloured white and/or yellow, black, green, blue 
or red, so that each company could be distinguished by the 
arrangement of colours. 

Over the right shoulder (left for NCOs), and atop the 
cuirass, was a whitened buff-leather belt (edged with 
regimental lace for the roth and 13th), supporting a black 
leather cartridge-box (roth and 13th white), which bore an 
oval brass plate (white metal for the 13th) bearing the 
regimental insignia. Over the left shoulder, atop the 
cartridge-box belt, was a very wide, buff-leather belt (later 
whitened) edged with regimental lace, with an iron spring 
clip to support the carbine at the right side; it was not worn 
by officers, NCOs or trumpeters, none of whom carried the 
carbine. 

Horse-furniture included a shabraque with rounded 
rear corners, in the regimental facing colour (save 4th and 
8th, white; roth, dark blue), edged with regimental lace 
and bearing a device in the rear corners, with a matching 
holster-cap on each side of the saddle pommel; all ranks 
were equipped with two pistols. At the rear of the saddle 
was carried a valise, atop which was carried a folded grey 
greatcoat, which for the rank and file was changed after 
1756 for a dark blue cloak. The carbine was carried at the 
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right of the saddle, the muzzle in a bucket attached to the 
lower front of the saddle, and the butt held by a leather 
strap at the upper right. 

Non-commissioned officers wore the same uniform with 
rank distinctions which included the absence of a carbine 
and belt, black and white rosettes on the hat, black and 
white tassel on the sword-knot, metallic lace edging to the 
cuffs of the Kollet (design of which varied between 
regiments), and after 1762 the plume already specified. 

Officers’ uniforms were in finer materials, generally with 
velvet facings, with all lace (including cockade-loop) in the 
regimental button-colour, though Menzel shows turn- 
backs edged with the facing colour instead of with metallic 
lace. Cuirasses were enamelled black, with a gilded border 
set with gilt studs, and on the breast was borne a gilt 
escutcheon bearing a crowned royal cypher (some sources 
show an eagle). The shoulder straps, including those 
crossing on the wearer’s back, were covered with gilt 
scales; for the 13th, cuirass and shoulder straps were 
white-metal. Officers’ cuirasses were edged in facing- 
coloured, scalloped or ruched velvet. 

Hat rosettes were silver with black centre; instead of the 
girdle, officers wore the national silver waist-sash with 
interwoven black lines and fringed, hanging ends. Sword 
knots were silver and black; no sabretaches were carried. 
Two designs of shabraque existed, an /nterim pattern for 
ordinary wear, which was like that of the other ranks but 
with metallic lace decoration and fringe, and a rectangular 
parade shabraque with double metallic lace edging and 
metallic embroidery, usually including an eagle device in 
the rear corners. 

In addition, officers also possessed a long-skirted frock 
coat (Galarock) for ‘dress’ occasions, which could be worn 
over the cuirass but was more usually worn with a long, 
straw-coloured waistcoat. The Galarock was white with 
cuffs, lapels and folding collar in the facing colour, and 
with metallic embroidery loops in a rococo, foliate design 
(which varied with the regiment)—three pairs of loops on 
each lapel, two loops on each cuff and below each lapel, two 
on the pocket-flap and two on the rear skirt at waist level. 
On the right shoulder was worn a metallic cord aiguillette. 
(Red coat with blue facings and no lapels for the roth and 
13th). The tricorn worn with the Galarock had an edging 
of scalloped metallic lace. 

Trumpeters wore no cuirass, and a Kollet ornamented 
with the regimental pattern of musicians’ lace: a wide lace 
on the breast, turnbacks and cuffs, and a narrow variety 
edging the collar, the front and rear sleeve-seams, in seven 
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horizontal bars on each sleeve (not shown by some 
sources); and edging around, and as vertical bars upon, 
‘swallows’-nest’ wings. At the rear of the Kollet were two 
cloth loops hanging from the shoulder, of the coat body- 
colour and edged with musicians’ narrow lace, a relic of the 
hanging sleeves worn by trumpeters in the previous 
century. The waistcoat was like that of the rank and file, 
with ordinary, not musicians’, lace; the girdle was not 
worn, the waistbelt (worn atop the Kollet) being whitened 
buff-leather with musicians’ lace edging. Sword knots 
were like those of NCOs; hats were similarly of NCO 
pattern, plus a feather edge of the facing colour (save 3rd, 
4th and 8th, red), and after 1762 a plume with facing- 
coloured tip. 


Regimental details 
In the lists which follow, only the regimental Chefs (and 
thus regimental titles) of the reign of Frederick the Great 
are given. There is insufficient space for details of the 
whole of a unit’s service, but major actions are given with 
the following numbers: (1) Mollwitz, 10 April 1741; (2) 
Chotusitz, 17 May 1742; (3) Hohenfriedberg, 4 June 1745; 
(4) Soor, 30 September 1745; (5) Kesselsdorf, 15 Decem- 
ber 1745; (6) Lobositz, 10 October 1756; (7) Prague, 6 May 
1757; (8) Kolin, 18 June 1757; (9) Gross-Jagersdorf, 30 
August 1757; (10) Breslau, 22 November 1757; (11) 
Rossbach, 5 November 1757; (12) Leuthen, 5 December 
1757; (13) Krefeld, 23 June 1758; (14) Zorndorf, 25 August 
1758; (15) Hochkirch, 14 October 1758; (76) Kay, 23 July 


Seydlitz’s cuirassiers (8th, 
roth and 13th) charge 
broken Russian formations 
at Zorndorf; in such 
circumstances the impetus 
ofa charge of large, 
armoured troopers on 
heavy horses was crucial. 
(After Menzel) 


1759; (17) Minden, 1 August 1759; (78) Kunersdorf, 12 
August 1759; (79) Maxen, 20 November 1759; (20) 
Liegnitz, 15 August 1760; (27) Torgau, 3 November 1760; 
(22) Freiberg, 29 October 1762. 


ist Cuirassiers 

Raised 1666. Chefs: July 1724 Wilhelm von Buddenbrock; 
April 1757 Hans von Krockow; Feb. 1759 Gustav von 
Schlabrendorff; Dec. 1768 Friedrich von Roder, March 
1781 Gideon von Apenburg; June 1784 Philipp von 
Bohlen. 

Actions: 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22. 

Uniform: red facings, white buttons. Other ranks: green 
hat-rosettes (colour of the house of Anhalt, commemorat- 
ing the regiment’s first colonel); red lace with two white 
stripes and narrow white edge. Sabretache red, all decor- 
ation in regimental lace: crowned ‘FR’, border of chain 
pattern with stripe of lace on either side. Shabraque: red, 
bearing crowned ‘FR’ in rear corners and on holster caps, 
edges bearing wide border within narrow border, all in 
regimental lace. Cartridge box plate: crowned eagle on 
crossed cannon-barrels. NCOs: double silver zigzag lace 
on cuff. Officers: silver lace; silver loops on Galarock shaped 
as a loop with tassel end. Musicians: red hat-feathers, 
narrow lace, alternate red and yellow oblongs each bearing 
two blue diamonds; wide lace, silver bar between two rows 
of narrow lace (lace designed from the colours of von 
Buddenbrock’s coat of arms, plus regimental facing 


colour). 


2nd Cuirassiers 

Raised 1666. Chefs: Aug. 1730 Prince August Wilhelm of 
Prussia; Dec. 1758 Prince Friedrich Heinrich of Prussia 
(regiment known as ‘Prinz Wilhelm’, later ‘Prinz von 
Preussen’); Sept. 1768 Georg von Wiersbitzky; March 
1778 Christian von Weyher; Sept. 1782 Friedrich von 
Saher; March 1783 Karl von Backhoff. 

Actions: 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 14, 18, 20, 21. 

Uniform: alone of the cuirassiers, it retained coats of a very 
strong yellow colour, hence the name Gelbe Reiter (“Yellow 
Horse’). Dark red facings, white buttons (yellow pre- 
1742). Other ranks: white hat-rosettes, dark red lace on 
coat, white on waistcoat; dark red sabretache bearing white 
crowned ‘FR’, wide white lace border within narrow laces. 
Cartridge box plate: crowned ‘FR’ within ornamental 
border. Shabraque: dark red, white crowned ‘FR’, border 
of wide white lace within narrower lace. NCOs: silver lace 
on cuffs. Officers: silver lace; silver loops of rococo foliate 
design on Galarock. Musicians: dark red hat-feathers, 
silver lace with undulating dark red stripe. 


3rd Cuirassiers (Leibregiment zu Pferde) 

Raised 1672. Chefs: Nov. 1736 Adam von Wreech; Sept. 
1746 Andreas von Katzler; Sept. 1747 Johann von Katte; 
Jan. 1758 Robert Scipio, Freiherr von Lentulus; Dec. 1778 
Johann von Merian; Sept. 1782 Ernst von Kospoth. 
Actions: 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 18, 20, 21, 22. 


Uniform: dark blue facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: 


red hat-rosettes, dark blue lace with white stripe; dark blue 
sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, edging of wide lace band 
between narrow bands, all in white lace with blue stripe 
near each edge. Cartridge-box plate: crowned ‘FR’ within 
ornamental border. Dark blue shabraque with crowned 
‘FR’ and double lace edging, in lace as on sabretache. 
NCOs: pointed gold lace darts set at right angles to upper 
edge of cuff. Officers: gold lace, Galarock loops with 
simulated tassel ends. Musicians: red hat-feathers, lace 
gold with two dark blue stripes. 


4th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1674. Chefs: May 1733 Friedrich, Graf von Gessler; 
Jan. 1758 Johann von Schmettau; Sept. 1764 Hans von 
Woldeck-Arneburg; June 1769 Georg von Arnim; Sept. 
1785 Baron Karl von Mengden. 

Actions: 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 12, 15, 21, 22. 

Uniform: black facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: yellow 
hat-rosettes, lace white with three light blue broken lines; 
sabretache black, bearing crowned ‘FR’, edging of two 
lines of lace with undulating line between, all in regimental 
lace. Cartridge-box plate edged with wreath, crowned 
eagle in centre. White shabraque, yellow crown over 
orange-yellow shield bearing black eagle in rear corners 
and on holster-caps, edged with wide border of regimental 
lace with inner border of undulating loop and chain 
pattern. NCOs: double gold lace edging to cuffs. Officers: 
gold lace, Galarock with foliate loops. Musicians: red hat- 


A disconsolate Frederick is 
given a drink of water by 
an old trooper in the 
aftermath of Kolin: ‘Drink, 
your majesty, and let 
battles be battles; it’s well 
that you are safe. Let us 
trust in God that it will 
soon be our turn to 
conquer!’ In this print after 
Richard Knôtel the 
wounded trooper is shown 
wearing the uniform of the 
11th Cuirassiers: light blue 
facings and sabretache 
(with white lace), and 
white hat-rosettes. 


feathers, lace (wide) silver with two crimson stripes; 
narrow, silver with one crimson stripe (colours of coat of 
arms of Peter von Blanckensee, colonel 1714-32). 


5th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1683. Chefs: March 1712 Friedrich Wilhelm, 
Margrave of Brandenburg-Schwedt; May 1771 Friedrich 
von Lôlhôffel; Feb. 1780 Maximilian von Mauschwitz; 
March 1782 Prince Ludwig Alexander of Wurttemberg. 
Actions: 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 21. 

Uniform: light blue facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: 
orange hat-rosettes, lace light blue and white squares 
edged with alternate light blue and white oblongs; narrow 
lace (on waistcoat) of light blue and white oblongs with 
alternate light blue and white oblong edges. Light blue 
sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, edging of double lace 
with undulating line between, all in regimental ‘narrow’ 
lace design. Cartridge-box plate bore crowned ‘FR’. Light 
blue shabraque bearing yellow crown over yellow-edged 
white shield bearing yellow-crowned black eagle, wide 
outer and undulating narrow inner border of regimental 
lace. NCOs: double gold lace on cuffs. Officers: gold lace, 
Galarock with foliate loops. Musicians: light blue hat- 
feathers, lace gold with light blue stripe bearing yellow 
diamonds. Upon the general introduction of blue cloaks in 
1756, the 5th retained the previous white greatcoat for 
some time. 


6th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1688. Chefs: Dec. 1737 Prince Eugen of Anhalt- 
Dessau; March 1744 Ludwig von Stille; April 1753 Baron 
Georg von Schônaich; April 1759 Heinrich von Vasold; 
June 1769 Gustav von Seelhorst; Jan. 1779 Theophilus, 
Freiherr von Hoverbeck; Jan. 1781 Hans von Rohr. 
Actions: 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 19. 

Uniform: brick red facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: 
brick red hat-rosettes, lace white bearing brick red stylized 
double star devices, edging of brick red and white oblong; 
brick red sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, wide lace 
within narrow laces border, all in regimental lace. 
Cartridge-box plate bore trophy of arms over crowned 
` ‘FR’. Brick red shabraque bearing yellow crown over ‘FR’ 
in narrow regimental lace in rear corners and on holster 
caps; double band of wide regimental lace edging. NCOs: 
gold pointed lace darts set at right angles to upper edge of 
cuff. Officers: gold lace, Galarock with gold foliate loops. 
Musicians: brick red hat-feathers, gold lace with alternate 
red and white squares on both edges. 


Seydlitz’s vital first charge 
at Rossbach, which 
overthrew the vanguard of 


the combined army. (After 
Menzel) 


7th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1688. Chefs: July 1733 Friedrich von Bredow; July 
1755 Georg von Driesen; Nov. 1758 Christian von Horn; 
March 1762 Leopold von Manstein; Aug. 1777 Gustav von 
der Marwitz; June 1784 Friedrich von Kalckreuth. 
Actions: 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 18, 19. 

Uniform: yellow facings, white buttons. Other ranks: 
yellow hat-rosettes, yellow lace with two white stripes; 
yellow sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, double lace 
border with undulating lace between, all in regimental 
lace. Cartridge-box plate bore crowned ‘FR’. Yellow 
shabraque bearing crowned ‘FR’, border of wide lace 
within narrow lace, all of regimental pattern. NCOs: 
double silver lace edge to cuffs (Menzel shows two 
pointed-ended silver loops). Officers: silver lace, Galarock 
with S-shaped foliate loops. Musicians: yellow hat- 
feathers, lace yellow with two silver stripes. 


8th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1691. Chefs: Oct. 1734 Friedrich von Waldow; May 
1742 Friedrich von Rochow; Nov. 1757 Friedrich Wilhelm 
von Seydlitz; June 1774 Maximilian von Pannwitz. 
Actions: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: See Plate Ar. Dark blue facings, white buttons. 
Other ranks: red and white hat-rosettes, white lace with 
two blue stripes; blue sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, 
double lace border with chain-pattern lace between, all in 
regimental lace. Cartridge-box plate bore crowned eagle. 
White shabraque bearing yellow-crowned black eagle in 
rear corners and on holster caps, border of wide orange lace 
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Seydlitz at Rossbach. 
Illustrated here are the 
long stirrups favoured by 
the Prussian cavalry, so 
that the action of standing 
in the stirrups raised the 
body only a short distance 
from its normal position. 
(After Menzel) 


Cuirassier officer: 
apparently a facsimile 
copy of an illustration by 
C.C. Horvath, 1789. 
Although this slightly 
post-dates the 
Frederickian period, it is 
useful in illustrating 
details of the Kollet, in 
Frederick’s time concealed 
by the cuirass. 


with three blue stripes outside semi-chain pattern orange 
lace with two blue stripes; same border on holster caps, 
except that outer lace had two blue stripes. NCOs: double 
silver lace on cuffs. Officers: silver lace; Galarock with 
wide, foliate silver loops. Musicians: red hat-feathers, lace 
silver with two (wide) or one (narrow) blue stripes. 
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9th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1691. Chefs: April 1706 Hans von Katte; June 1741 
Hermann, Graf von Wartensleben; Nov. 1741 Adolf von 
Mollendorff, Nov. 1743 Bernhard von Bornstedt; Sept. 
1751 Prince Johann von Schonaich-Karolath (regiment 
known as ‘Prinz Schonaich'); Jan. 1758 Jakob von Bredow; 
June 1769 Friedrich von Podewils; Sept. 1784 Christian 
von Braunschweig. 

Actions: 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 12, 15, 19. 

Uniform: crimson facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: 
crimson hat-rosettes, white lace with three crimson stripes; 
crimson sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, bordered by 
two narrow laces with undulating line between, all lace of 
regimental pattern. Cartridge-box plate bore crowned 
‘FR’ within wreath. Crimson shabraque, bearing orange 
crown over white shield bearing yellow-crowned black 
eagle, border of double regimental lace with inner border 
of undulating, semi-chain pattern white lace with two 
crimson stripes. NCOs: double gold zigzag lace on cuff. 
Officers: gold lace, Galarock with gold foliate loops. 
Musicians: crimson hat-feathers, gold lace with crimson 
stripe. 


roth Cuirassiers (Regiment Gens d’armes) 
Raised 1691. Chefs: May 1739 Wolf von Pannewitz; April 
1743 Georg, Freiherr von der Golz; Sept. 1747 Nikolaus 
von Katzler; April 1761 Friedrich, Graf von Schwerin; 
June 1768 Hans von Krusemarck; June 1775 Joachim von 
Prittwitz. 

Actions: 1, 3, 4, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: red facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: white 
hat-rosettes, red velvet lace with gold stripe; red sabre- 
tache bearing gold crowned ‘FR’, wide red lace border 
with gold stripe. White cartridge-box and belt, both edged 
with regimental lace; plate bore crowned ‘FR’. Dark blue 
shabraque, rear corners and holster caps bearing gold 
crown over silver star of the Order of the Black Eagle (with 
orange central disc bearing eagle, green wreath at base of 
disc); red lace border with three gold stripes. NCOs: 
double gold lace edging to cuffs. Officers: gold lace; red 
Galarock with dark blue collar and cuffs, no lapels, gold 
foliate loops (on breast, spaced one over two over three). A 
plainer red frock coat (/nterimsrock) was similar, but 
without lace. Musicians: see Plate B3. 


11th Cuirassiers (Leib-Carabinier Regt.) 
Raised 1691. Chefs: April 1738 Harmann, Graf von 
Wartensleben; June 1741 Kaspar von Bredow; November 


Cuirassier trumpeter’s 
Kollet, showing the 
position of the lace and 
imitation hanging sleeves 
at the rear. 


Cuirassier Kollet, showing 
position of cuirass and 
girdle. The shoulder strap 
of the Kollet was often set 
to the rear of the shoulder. 


1751 Peter de (or ‘von’) Pennevaire; Jan. 1759 Joachim von 
Bandemer; Sept. 1768 Reinhold, Baron von Hoverbeck; 
Dec. 1770 Reimar von Kleist; June 1775 Philipp von 
Bohlen; June 1784 Heinrich von Reppert. 

Actions: 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: light blue facings, white buttons. Other ranks: 
white hat-rosettes, white lace with light blue stripe near 
each edge, and light blue diamonds with white centres 
down the middle. Light blue sabretache bearing crowned 
‘FR’, double lace border with undulating lace between, all 
in regimental lace. Cartridge-box badge bore crowned 
eagle. Light blue shabraque bearing crowned ‘FR’, double 
border of regimental lace. NCOs: pointed silver darts at 
right angles to upper edge of cuff. Officers: silver lace, 
Galarock with silver loops with simulated tassel end. 
Musicians: light blue hat-feathers, lace as other ranks but 
silver instead of white. 


12th Cuirassiers 

Raised 1704. Chefs: Feb. 1728 Arnold von Waldow; April 
1743 Friedrich, Freiherr, von Kyau; April 1759 Johann 
von Spaen; Feb. 1763 Georg von Dallwig. 

Actions: 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16, 18, 21. 

Uniform: orange facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: 
green hat-rosettes (the colour of Anhalt, commemorating 
the colonelcy of Wilhelm Gustav, Erbprinz of Anhalt- 
Dessau, 1715), orange lace with white stripe; orange 
sabretache bearing crowned ‘FR’, double lace border with 
chain-pattern lace between, all in regimental lace. 


Cuirassier officer's 
Galarock; position of the 
embroidered loops was the 
same for most regiments, 
though the exact design of 
embroidery varied 
between units; this shows 
the loops with simulated 
tassel ends of the 2nd 
Regiment. 


1732-pattern cuirassier 
sabre; brass semi-basket 
hilt bearing an embossed, 
crowned eagle design. 


Cartridge-box badge bore scroll inscribed ‘Pro Gloria et 
Patria’ over crowned eagle, loop design around edge. 
Orange shabraque bearing white crown over white ovoid 
bearing yellow-crowned black eagle under ‘Pro Gloria et 
Patria’ scroll; white lace border with four orange stripes, 
inner white border of white chain-pattern lace with two 
orange stripes. NCOs: gold lace edging to cuffs. Officers: 
gold lace, Galarock with foliate loops. Musicians: orange 
hat-feathers, orange lace with gold stripe. 


13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps) 

Raised 1740. Chef: the King. Commanding officers: June 
1740 Otto von Blumenthal; May 1744 Georg von Jaschin- 
sky; May 1747 Johann von Blumenthal; Jan. 1758 Wilhelm 
von Wackenitz; May 1760 Karl von Schatzell; Dec. 1773 
Carl, Freiherr von Mengden; Sept. 1785 Carl von Byern. 
Actions: 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: see Plates A3, B1, B2. Red facings, white buttons. 
Other ranks: white hat-rosettes, lace red velvet with silver 
stripe (on waistcoat, dark blue with silver edges); shoulder 
straps of regimental lace; red sabretache bearing silver — 
crowned ‘FR’, narrow within wide silver lace border. 
White cartridge-box and belt, edged with regimental lace; 
cartridge-box plate white metal, bearing crowned ‘FR’. 
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Red shabraque with pointed rear corners, plain but for 
silver lace border. White metal cuirass, white metal sabre 
hilt and scabbard fittings. NCOs: double silver lace edging 
to cuffs. Officers: silver lace, silvered cuirass; for Galarock, 
see Plate A3. Musicians: red hat-feathers, silver lace with 
one or two red stripes (narrow and wide lace respectively). 


DRAGOONS 

Although the dragoons had relinquished their original 
mounted infantry role before Frederick the Great ascen- 
ded the throne, elements of their equipment indicated 
their infantry origin. The coat was of infantry style, with 
long tails, with open lapels (for most regiments), cufts, 
collar and turnbacks in the facing colour; buttons were in 
pairs, six on each lapel, two below the right lapel with 
corresponding button-holes beneath the left, two on the 
pocket flaps and cuffs, and three on the side vent of the 
skirt. Coats were originally white or off-white, but from 
mid-1745 to early 1746 they changed to light blue; the 12th 
Dragoons, taken from Württemberg service in 1742, 
retained their light blue Wurttemberg coats, which may 
have served as the inspiration for the change in uniform- 
colour three years later. All ranks wore an aiguillette of the 
button colour from the rear of the right shoulder, and the 
rank and file had a shoulder strap on the left shoulder, to 
secure the carbine belt. 

Waistcoats were single-breasted, of yellow or straw- 


yellow/buff, without lace; hats and legwear were like those 


of the cuirassiers. Black leather cartridge boxes were 
carried by the rank and file from a wide buff-leather belt 
(whitened after the Seven Years’ War) over the left 
shoulder, which belt also supported the carbine, which was 
of an intermediate length between the infantry musket and 
the shorter cuirassier carbine, and was equipped with a 
bayonet and dark red leather sling. The 1735-pattern 
dragoon Pallasch had a double-edged blade and a brass 
half-basket guard formed of four bars, two intersecting 
with a brass disc where they joined, with a short quillon at 
the rear and a half-shell on the opposite side of the ‘basket’, 
an eagle-head pommel and a leather grip bound with brass 
wire. The scabbard was covered with dark brown leather, 
with a brass chape and hook which fitted into a frog on the 
waist belt; no sabretache was carried. 

Except for the gth, NCO rank distinction was a metallic 
lace edging of the button colour upon the cuffs; lace was 
worn by the rank and file only in the gth. Officers’ coats for 
most regiments had metallic embroidered loops on the 
button-holes, and at the rear waist; their sashes were worn 
over the waistcoat but beneath the coat. A number of 
contemporary portraits show senior officers, especially in 
the earlier period, wearing a cuirass underneath the coat. 

Musicians wore distinctive lace to edge the collar, lapels, 
pockets and cuffs, sometimes on the turnbacks; and on the 
rear and side vents of the skirts, the upper button of the 
side vent being set upon a rosette of lace; but on the sleeves, 
lace was restricted to the bottom edge of the “swallows'- 


The Bayreuth Dragoons 
(5th Regt.) display before 
the king the Austrian 
colours captured in their 
decisive charge at 
Hohenfriedberg. The 
original white dragoon 
uniform has red facings, 
and the red horse furniture 
has white lace with two red 
stripes. Note the picket- 
stakes tied to the carbine. 
(Print after Richard 
Knótel) 


nest’ wing and the vertical bars upon the wing. Musicians’ 
hats were like those of the rank and file, with no feathered 
edging. Drummers carried brass, infantry-style side 
drums, the carriage being a wide leather belt over the right 
shoulder, edged with regimental lace, which also ran across 
the loops which retained the drumsticks; the drums were 
carried on horseback. Musicians generally used a curved 
sabre with single-bar guard instead of the Pallasch. 

Facing colours of the original white uniform were: Ist, 
black; 2nd, light blue (white lapels); 3rd, red cuffs and 
lapels; 4th, cornflower blue; 5th and 8th, red; 6th, light 
blue; 7th, red (white lapels); gth, light blue (collar and 
cuffs); roth and 11th, orange (collar and cuffs). The rst had 
dark blue waistcoats. 


ist Dragoons 

Raised 1689. Chefs: Aug. 1725 Hans von Platen; April 1741 
Carl von Posadowski (Graf von Posadowski from 1745); 
April 1747 Bernhard von Katte; Nov. 1751 Johann von 
Alemann; May 1755 Carl von Normann; April 1761 
Johann, Freiherr von Zastrow; June 1774 Friedrich, Graf 
zu Wylich und Lottum. 

Actions: 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: black facings, yellow buttons; sulphur yellow 
waistcoat, straw yellow breeches. Other ranks: red hat- 
rosettes with white centre; cartridge-box bore oval brass 
plate bearing crowned eagle over trophy of arms. Light 
blue shabraque with rounded rear corners, bearing yellow 


Frederick converses with 
members of the 5th 
Dragoons, c.1760. The king 
frequently exhorted his 
men on the march with 
expressions such as ‘Exact, 
children, exact’, to which 
the reply would be, ‘Exact, 
Fritz, exact!’ The Bayreuth 
Dragoons illustrated wear 
the light blue uniform with 
red facings, with red horse 
furniture ornamented with 
white lace with red lines. 
(After Knótel) 


crown over yellow-edged white rococo shield bearing black 
eagle; same device on holster caps; outer border of yellow 
lace with three light blue and white checked stripes, inner 
border similar in chain pattern. Officers: gold loops with 
simulated tassel end. Musicians’ lace: yellow with black 
crosses. 


2nd Dragoons 

Raised 1689. Chefs: Aug. 1725 Friedrich, Freiherr von 
Sonsfeld; Aug. 1742 Prince Louis von Wurttemberg; May 
1749 Reimar von Schwerin; Sept. 1754 Christian von 
Blanckensee; Sept. 1757 Anton von Krockow; Nov. 1778 
Friedrich Wilhelm, Prince von Wurttemberg; Dec. 1781 
Johann von Mahlen. 

Actions: 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 15, 18, 20, 21. 

Uniform: white facings, yellow buttons. Other ranks: red 
hat-rosettes; cartridge-box bore oval brass plate bearing 
crowned ‘FR’. White shabraque with rounded rear cor- 
ners, light blue ‘FR’ in rear corners and on holster caps, 
white border with three light blue stripes. Officers: gold 
loops with simulated tassel end. Musicians’ lace: white with 
broad yellow stripe between two narrow (wide variety); 
narrow lace, white with four yellow stripes. 


3rd Dragoons 

Raised 1704. Chefs: Feb. 1724 Adolf von der Schulenberg; 
April 1741 Friedrich, Graf von Rothenburg; Feb. 1752 
Carl, Baron von Schônaich; April 1753 Joachim, Graf 


closely packed charge with 
sabres upraised. (After 
Menzel) 


Prussian dragoons charge 
Austrian infantry, using 
the same tactic as the 
cuirassiers—a massed, 


Truchsess zu Waldburg; March 1757 Peter von Meinicke; 
April 1761 Kurt von Flanss; April 1763 Achaz von 
Alvensleben; Aug. 1777 Otto von Thun. 

Actions: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 18. 

Uniform: see Plate Er. 


4th Dragoons 

Raised 1704, reconstructed from 3rd Dragoons 1741. 
Chefs: April 1741 Wilhelm von Bissing; Jan. 1742 Fried- 
rich, Freiherr von Kannenburg; Aug. 1742 Carl, Freiherr 
von Spiegel; Jan. 1743 Casimir von Bonin; Sept. 1752 
Henning von Oertzen; Oct. 1756 Carl von Katte; Oct. 1757 
Ernst, Freiherr von Czettritz; Sept. 1772 Georg von 
Wulffen; Sept. 1782 Carl von Knobelsdorff, May 1786 
Carl von Gotzen. 

Actions: 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21. 

Uniform: straw yellow facings, waistcoat and breeches, 
white buttons. Other ranks: red hat-rosettes with white 
centre; cartridge-box bore brass eight-pointed star of 
Order of Black Eagle. Red shabraque with rounded rear 
corners, edged with white lace with three light blue stripes. 
Officers: silver oblong loops. Musicians’ lace: two (for 
narrow lace) or three (wide) lines of white and light blue 
checks, with light blue edges. 


5th Dragoons 

Raised 1717. Chefs: Aug. 1731 Friedrich, Erbprinz von 
Bayreuth (Margrave from May 1735); Aug. 1769 Chris- 
tian, Margrave of Anspach and Bayreuth. 

Actions: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 21. 

Uniform: carmine facings, straw yellow waistcoat, white 
buttons. Other ranks: yellow hat-rosettes; cartridge-box 
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reserve detachments for 
the reception of prisoners 
from enemy units 
destroyed by the charge of 
the first line. (After 
Menzel) 


Dragoons escorting 
Austrian prisoners on the 
evening of the Battle of 
Leuthen; Frederick 
included in his 
Instructions the provision 
for second-line cavalry to 


bore oval brass plate bearing crowned ‘FR’ on shield, upon 
trophy of arms; separate brass grenades at bottom corners 
of box. Carmine shabraque, bordered by two wide within 
two narrow white laces. Officers: silver embroidered loops 
with simulated tassel end: two below each lapel, one at each 
skirt-rear only (none on facings). Musicians: see Plate E2. 


6th Dragoons 

Taken from Saxon service 1717, reputedly in exchange for 
a cabinet of porcelain, hence regimental nickname of 
‘Porzellan-Regiment’. Chefs: Sept. 1734 Friedrich von 
Mollendorff; May 1747 Ludwig von Schorlemer; Nov. 
1760 Carl von Meier; Jan. 1777 Christian, Baron von 
Posadowski. 

Actions: 3, 9, 14, 18, 22. 

Uniform: white facings and buttons, lemon yellow waist- 
coat. Other ranks: red hat-rosettes; cartridge-box bore oval 
brass plate, bearing crown over eagle over ‘FR’, over foliate 
decoration. Light blue shabraque, border of white lace 
with orange stripe near each edge. Officers: silver foliate 
loops, two below each lapel, one at each rear skirt; loops 
added to pockets and cuffs 1774. Musicians’ lace: white 
with two light blue stripes near each edge (wide); narrow, 
white with one light blue stripe near each edge. 


7th Dragoons 

Raised 1727 from 6th Dragoons. Chefs: Dec. 1737 Chris- 
toph von Thiimen; Aug. 1741 Ernst von Werdeck; May 
1742 Friedrich von Roehl; Dec. 1745 Erdmann von Ruiz; 


Celebrations at the 
termination of the First 
Silesian War; the 
trumpeters appear to 
belong to a dragoon 
regiment, although their 
trumpet banners bearing 
‘FR’ and the elaborate 
horse furniture are not 
regulation equipment. 
(After Menzel) 


Aug. 1756 Christoph von Plettenberg; vacant 1761-63; 
Sept. 1763 Gideon von Apenburg; March 1781 Gottlieb 
von Borcke. 

Actions: 2, 5, 9, 14, 22. 

Uniform: red collar, cuffs and turnbacks; no lapels, but 
yellow buttons arranged as for lapelled coat; straw yellow 
waistcoat. Other ranks: red hat-rosettes. Pink shabraque, 
border of white lace with orange stripe, orange and white 
vandycking on each side, white outermost. Officers: gold 
loops with simulated tassel end, including two pairs over 
four on each side of breast. Musicians’ lace: red with orange 
stripe. 


8th Dragoons 

Raised 1744 from 7th Dragoons. Chefs: Nov. 1744 Fried- 
rich von Stosch; Dec. 1751 Adolf von Langermann; March 
1757 Dubislav von Platen. 

Actions: 5, 9, 14, 18, 21, 22. 

Uniform: red facings, white buttons, straw yellow waist- 
coat. Other ranks: red hat-rosettes with white centre. Red 
shabraque, white lace border with light blue stripe near 
each edge. Officers: silver foliate loops. Musicians’ lace: 
white with red wide outer stripes and narrow inner stripes. 


gth Dragoons 

Raised 1741 from five squadrons of 1st Dragoons, under 
same commander. Chefs: April 1741 Hans von Platen; Oct. 
1743 Prince Georg of Holstein-Gottorp; April 1761 
Nicolaus von Pomeiske; Aug. 1785 Johann von Zitzewitz. 

Actions: 5, 9, 13, 17, 20. 

Uniform: see Plate E3. 


1oth Dragoons 

Raised 1743 from gth Dragoons. Chefs: Oct. 1743 Johann 
von Mollendorff (regiment known as Jung-Mollendorff): 
Sept. 1754 Friedrich, Graf Finck von Finckenstein; Sept. 


1785 Wilhelm von Rosenbruch. 
Actions: 5, 9, 13, 17, 20. 
Uniform: see Plate E4. 


11th Dragoons 

Raised 1740. Chefs: Dec. 1740 Christoph von Nassau (Graf 
von Nassau from 1746); Nov. 1755 Christoph von 
Stechow; March 1758 Leopold von Platen (regiment 
known as Jung-Platen); Sept. 1770 Franz von Mizlaff; 
March 1778 Friedrich von Bosse. 

Actions: 3,7, 8, 12, 18, 19, 21, 22. 

Uniform: lemon yellow facings, white buttons, straw 
yellow waistcoat. Other ranks: yellow hat-rosettes. Lemon 
yellow shabraque with rounded rear corners, wide within 
narrow borders of white lace. Officers: silver foliate loops. 
Musicians’ lace: yellow with white edges and white vandyck 


“in centre. 


12th Dragoons 

Taken from Wurttemberg service 1742, known as “Alt- 
Württemberg’ until 1749. Chefs: June 1749 Friedrich 
Eugen, Herzog von Wůrttemberg; July 1769 Carl von 
Reitzenstein; June 1780 Johann von Kalckreuth. 

Actions: 4,7, 8, 10, 12, 19, 21. 

Uniform: black plush collar, lapels and cuffs, white 
buttons, straw yellow turnbacks. Other ranks: yellow hat- 
rosettes. Red shabraque with rounded rear corners, white 
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1735-pattern dragoon 
sabre; brass hilt with 
eagle-head pommel, and 
wire-bound leather grip. 
Dragoon coat ofthe 
ordinary pattern, of the 
standard cut used by those 
regiments which wore 
lapels. The right shoulder 
bore an aiguillette at the 
rear. 


Musician’s coat, 9th and 
roth Dragoons, two of the 
three regiments which 
wore no lapels; the 7th 
Dragoons’ coat was 
similar, save for the 
addition of turnback-lace. 
Note the lace rosette upon 
which the upper button of 
the side-vent was set. 


lace border. Officers: silver foliate loops. Musicians’ lace: 
white with edging of yellow (inner) and red (outer) stripes; 
on the white, black stylized leaf bearing yellow-edged red 
parallelogram, alternating with red triangles on each side 
of inner stripe. 


HUSSARS 


Whereas Frederick inherited most of his heavy cavalry, the 
lighter regiments were largely his own creation. Hussars in 
Prussian service originated in 1721, but at Frederick’s 
accession the army included only nine squadrons, three of 
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Leib-Husaren and six of Preussische Husaren. The value of 
this type of cavalry was not fully appreciated, so that only 
six squadrons were fielded at the start of the First Silesian 
War; finding that these were hopelessly too few to combat 
the Austrian light troops, and realising that good hussars 
did not have to be Poles or Hungarians, in 1741 Frederick 
established five regiments, four from the existing squad- 
rons and the 4th Hussars largely from Polish deserters. 
Three more were raised by 1744 and another in 1758. 

As soon as practicable, all regiments were increased to 
ten squadrons; from the end of 1743 squadron establish- 
ment included 3 officers (4 in each of the six senior 
squadrons), 8 NCOs, 102 troopers, a trumpeter, a black- 
smith and a medical assistant. The regiments were thus 
very strong, with over 1,100 of all ranks; but they were not 
always deployed in regimental strength, as even single 
squadrons could act independently. 

The ‘Red’ regiment was captured at Maxen and 
disbanded after the peace, the succeeding regiment being 
re-numbered and the gth place taken by the Bosniaken (see 
below); a roth Regt. was formed in 1773. (In the following, 
the ‘Red’ regiment is numbered 8th, though it should be 
noted that some sources number it as the 7th, with the 
‘Yellow’ regiment occupying the number 8, and re- 
numbered as the 7th after the disbanding of the ‘Red’. At 
the time, regimental titles were used in preference to the 
numbers.) 

Although each regiment’s uniform was distinctive, the 
general pattern was similar for all, and based upon 
traditional Hungarian costume. The headdress was a fur 
busbv for the ist-4th Regts., and a felt mirliton or 
Flügelmütze for the remainder (also worn by the 4th, 
1752-71). Initially the busby was very low, only about six 
inches deep, but latterly increased to 11 in. for the 1st and 
4th and 12 in. for the 2nd and 3rd. The fur was generally 
medium-brown, usually bearskin, but wolf- and marten- 
fur were also used. Cords encircled the inside of the top of 
the cap and fell at the right side, in the button colour 
(metallic for officers, black and white for NCOs), ending in 
tasselled raquettes which may have been in squadron 
colouring, though it is not possible to be precise; all-white 
cords were certainly worn, if only for the colonel’s 
squadron. A bag in the regimental colour fell at the side or 
rear. 

The mirliton cap was made of black felt, 9-1oin. high 
for the 6th and 7th and 1o-11in. for the others; the 
mirliton increased somewhat in size as the period pro- 
gressed. It had a black triangular ‘wing’ which was wound 


around the cap or allowed to fall free, with a button- 
coloured tassel on the end (black and white for NCOs). 
Cords, coloured as for the busby, encircled the top of the 
cap; the wing was edged in metallic lace of the button 
colour for officers, and black lace for NCOs, who also had a 
coloured rosette on the front, sometimes worn by officers 
as well. 

Officers on occasion might wear tricorn hats. Plumes, 
exactly as for the heavy cavalry, were adopted from 1762. 
Hussars’ hair was gathered into a queue, but much shorter 
than that of the heavy regiments, and the rank and file were 
permitted to wear twists of hair hanging from the temples; 
moustaches were worn by all, though musicians are 
sometimes shown clean-shaven. 

The jacket was a tailless dolman (kamisol) with a 
standing collar; there were three rows of buttons on the 
breast, the central row of ‘ball’ type and the outer rows flat 
(occasionally five rows are depicted). Cord frogging or 
braid edged the collar and pointed cuffs (with or without a 
loop at the point), and horizontal lines of braid linked the 
buttons on the breast, these braid loops sometimes 
interlaced at the ends. Initially the breast-loops were short, 
but later spread to the extent of the chest. 

The number of lines of braid is shown and described 
differently in various sources-and for various years, but 
varied from 10 to 18. It has been stated that the rst, 5th and 
7th—oth had 12 rows, the 2nd and 3rd 18, and the 4th and 
5th 15; or that the rst, 5th and 7th had 12 rows, the 2nd, 
3rd and 8th 14, and the 4th and 6th 15; but no definite 
distinctions are confirmed by contemporary portraits. Von 
Kleist, for example (1st, 1759-67), is shown with at least 14 
rows, von Wartenburg (3rd, 1745-57) nine or ten, and 
portraits of the 8th and gth show 18. As in a number of 
aspects of hussar uniform, it is likely that many variations 
existed throughout the period. Officers’ lace was metallic, 
and the extent of decoration was greater than that of the 
other ranks, generally with ‘figuring’ around the cuffs in 
addition to a broad lace cuff-edging, though exact designs 
of braid seem to have varied widely even within the same 
regiment. Other ranks had diamond- or heart-shaped 
leather patches reinforcing the elbows. 


battlefield, resulting in 
Frederick’s concern over 
the use of ‘field signs’ and 
passwords, and latterly the 
introduction of plumes to 
distinguish Prussian 
troops. (Print after R. von 
Ottenfeld) 


Austrian cuirassiers in the 
uniform worn throughout 
the period of Austro- 
Prussian conflict. The 
similarity of the Austrian 
cuirassier uniform (like 
the Prussian, white with 
coloured facings) caused 
confusion on the 


The pelisse was worn slung upon the left shoulder in full 
dress, or could be worn as a jacket; rarely if ever were the 
dolman and pelisse worn together on active service. The 
pelisse was braided in a similar fashion to the dolman, and 
lined and edged with fur. Frederick noted an additional use 
of the garment: to identify units from the enemy at night, 
he recommended wearing the pelisse inside-out, or “putt- 
ing a piece of white linen on one arm, a green bough in the 
cap, or choosing some particular word’. 

All ranks wore light buff-coloured buckskin breeches in 
summer and similarly-coloured cloth breeches in winter, 
with cloth leggings extending to the upper thigh over the 
breeches. These garments, styled Sharamaden, Chara- 
waden or Schalavary, were edged with lace as on the 
dolman along the top, and generally until the 1760s often 
had a heart-shaped patch of the dolman colour, edged with 
regimental braid, sewn above the knee; latterly a strip of 
braid was added to the rear seam. These garments are not 
always depicted, breeches being shown in some illus- 
trations before 1787, when trousers, generally of the 
pelisse-colour, were introduced; it is likely that the 
Sharawaden were omitted when the pelisse was not worn, 


for example in summer. The boots were of Hungarian 
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bearing the Order of the 
Black Eagle) and the eagle- 


Hans Joachim von Zieten, 
‘king’ of the Prussian 


hussars, in the parade wing and sceptre 
uniform of his 2nd Regt., headdress ornament. 
including the unigue (After Menzel) 


leopardskin cloak (here 


pattern, extending to the bottom of the knee at the front 
and lower at the back, with iron heels and iron spurs 
plugged in. In the earlier period officers could wear longer, 
yellow leather boots in full dress. 

The barrelled sash was worn over the dolman but 
beneath the pelisse, when that garment was worn as a 
jacket; officers’ sashes were silver and black. The waistbelt 
was made of brown leather, with five slings, to support the 
sabre and sabretache; officers’ belts were covered with 
metallic lace. The sabretache was generally brown leather 
(plain black for the 5th and 8th) with a regimentally 
coloured cloth flap bearing a crowned ‘FR’ and wide lace 
edging in the button colour. Officers’ sabretaches were 
more ornate, usually featuring a white shield bearing a 
black eagle, with a crown above and trophy of arms below, 
in elaborate metallic embroidery, though economy meas- 
ures produced officers’ sabretaches with similar designs 
but with less ornate embroidery. 
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The cartridge-box was brown leather (5th black), with a 
belt of the same, worn over the right shoulder (left by 
officers and NCOs); when worn, officers’ pouches and belts 
were laced. Troopers carried a plain carbine belt in buff or 
whitened leather over the left shoulder, with brass fittings 
and iron carbine-clip. The carbine was generally shorter 
than that carried by cuirassiers, though the 2nd and 3rd 
carried weapons of cuirassier length; before the Second 
Silesian War ten members of each squadron were 
equipped with rifled carbines. The sabre had a curved 
blade and iron stirrup hilt, and a wooden scabbard covered 
with black leather with iron throat and chape. The sword 
knot was black or brown leather, silver and black for 
officers. All ranks carried two pistols in holsters beneath 
the front of the shabraque. 

The shabraque had pointed rear corners and no holster 
caps, in regimental colouring with vandycked edging, in 
metallic lace for officers. Full dress shabraques for officers 
were similar, but with a decoration in the rear corners of a 
gold-crowned white shield bearing a black eagle, but 
towards the end of the period different patterns of dress 
shabraques were used by officers. At the rear of the saddle 
was a cylindrical valise of the shabraque-colour, the 
circular ends trimmed with regimental braid, resting upon 
an unbleached fabric fodder-sack. On top of the valise was 
a folded cloak, which was voluminous and had a wide 
collar; it was white for all but the rst, 5th and 6th (dolman- 
colour). (Frederick disliked white cloaks: ‘The cloaks also 
which the men wear at night, should not be of a bright 
colour, as the white or yellow shoulder belts render them 
sufficiently distinguishable.”) Harness, in ‘Hungarian’ 
style, was black or dark brown leather. 

Trumpeters' uniforms were like those of the troopers, 
with regimental distinctions: ‘swallows’ nest’ wings 
ornamented with regimental musicians’ lace, generally 
only on the pelisse, and all wore the mirliton, even in 
regiments which otherwise wore the busby. It is likely that 
regimental colonels exercised considerably more influence 
over musicians’ uniforms, resulting in variations like the 
facing-coloured Sharamaden and mirliton-wing shown by 
Menzel for the 5th Regiment. Plumes were originally in 
regimental colouring, but latterly were either red, or red 
with white tip (Thieme shows red for the 2nd and 8th). 
Many conflicting details of trumpeters' uniforms exist, and 
in the following reference is made to Thieme’s illustrations 
of 1792, which although later than the reign of Frederick 
are one of several guides to regimental distinctions at the 
end of the period. 


Frederick’s carriage with 
hussar escort, 1740; the 
hussar uniform at this 
period includes the 
original, low busby and 
heart-shaped decorations 
upon the Sharawaden. The 
officer commanding the 
escort is shown wearing his 
pelisse over his dolman; it 
was unusual for both 
garments to be worn 
together on campaign. 
(After Knôtel) 


In addition to the usual practice of identifying regiments 
by the name of the colonel, hussar regiments were also 
known by their uniform-colour, for example Rote Husaren. 


ist Hussars (Preussisches Husaren, 

or ‘Green Hussars’) 

Raised 1721 (two coys., attached to 6th Dragoons); three 
sqdns. 1730, six 1739, eight 1740, ten 1742. Che/s: July 
1740 Johann von Bronikowsky; Sept. 1747 Otto von 
Dewitz; Oct. 1750 Michael von Szekely; May 1759 
Friedrich von Kleist; 1767-70 vacant; Sept. 1770 Georg, 
Freiherr von Czettritz. 

Actions: 2, 3, 6, 8, 11, 12, 18, 21, 22. 

Uniform: originally white with blue facings, and from 
1732-42 a uniform like that of the 2nd. Thereafter, busby 
with dark green bag; ‘canary green’ (light, yellowish green) 
dolman and Sharawaden, white buttons and lace, dark 
green pelisse with white fur, crimson sash with white 
barrels, canary green sabretache laced white; dark green 
shabraque with canary green vandycks edged white. 
Officers: silver lace, including undulating ‘frame’ around 
braiding on breast of dolman and pelisse. Trumpeters: see 
Plate H2. 


2nd Hussars (Leib-Husaren or ‘Red Hussars’, 
but should not be confused with 8th ‘Red 
Hussars’) 

Raised 1730 (one coy.); three sqdns. 1733, ten 1742. Chefs: 


July 1741 Hans Joachim von Zieten; March 1786 Carl, 
Freiherr von Eben und Brunnen. 

Actions: 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21. 

Uniform: busby with red bag. Red dolman; dark blue 
collar, cuffs, Sharamaden, white buttons, braid and lace 
frame around breast-braid on dolman and pelisse. Dark 
blue pelisse with white fur (NCOs, brown fox fur); dark 
blue sash with white barrels; red sabretache with white 
lace; dark blue shabraque with red vandycks edged white. 
NCOs: silver lace edging to collar and cuffs, silver braid. 
Officers: gold lace, breast-loops with tassel ends; em- 
broidered dress sabretache as described above, but for 
ordinary use a red sabretache like that of the other ranks, 
but with gold lace and cypher; ordinary shabraque like that 
of other ranks but with gold edging to vandycks, for dress 
as described before, with gold-crowned white shield 
bearing black eagle in rear corners. Parade dress: see Plate 
F3. Officers’ harness in red leather with gilt fittings and 
ornamented with cowrie shells (worn by all ranks). 
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for active service have 
discarded both the pelisse 
and Sharawaden. (After 
Menzel) 


Prussian hussars engage 
Austrian skirmishers, 1745; 
the Prussians at this period 
wear the low busby, and 


Trumpeters: mirliton with silver lace edging and red or 
mixed red and white plume; dolman with white or red and 
white mixed braid, and collar- and cuff-lace and breast 
‘frame’ in silver with two red stripes; same lace on pelisse 
on cuffs, breast-frame, wings, and inverted chevrons on 
the sleeves. Thieme shows white lace with two red stripes, 
with silver outer edges. Trumpet-cords mixed silver and 


red. 


3rd Hussars 

Raised 1740 (1 sqdn. from rst Hussars); 10 sgdns. 1742. 
Chefs: July 1740 Friedrich von Bandemer; Sept. 1741 
Hyacinth von Malachowski; April 1745 Hartwig von 
Wartenberg; Sept. 1757 Carl von Warnery; March 1758 
Christian von Möhring; May 1773 Stephan von Somoggy; 
Dec. 1777 Hans von Rosenbusch; Sept. 1785 Carl von 
Keoszegy. 

Actions: 7, 8, 12, 20, 21. 

Uniform: busby with white bag; white dolman and pelisse- 
fur: yellow collar, cuffs, buttons and braid, dark blue 
Sharawaden: dark blue sash with white barrels. Yellow 
sabretache with white lace: dark blue shabrague with white 
vandycks edged yellow. NCOs: gold lace on collar and 
cuffs, and undulating gold ‘frame’ around breast-braid on 
dolman and pelisse; some sources indicate pelisses 
trimmed with red fox-fur, but regulations note white for 
all. Officers: see Plate G1. Trumpeters: mirliton with gold- 
edged wing, mixed yellow and blue plume; Thieme shows 
a red and yellow rosette and white plume with red tip. 
Braid mixed red and yellow; yellow lace with two red 
stripes on cuffs and frame of dolman and pelisse, on 
dolman collar, and on wings and five chevrons on pelisse 
sleeves. (Some sources note that bright green facings and 
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Sharawaden were worn until c.1757, though a portrait of 
von Wartenberg which includes the earlier, low busby 
shows the yellow facings in use even then). 


4th Hussars (‘White Hussars’) 

Raised 1741 as lancers (‘Corps Hulaners’), six sqdns.; 
converted to hussars 1742. Chefs: July 1741 Georg von 
Natzmer; Feb. 1751 Heinrich von Vippach; Sept. 1755 
Georg von Puttkamer (killed in circumstances of great 
gallantry at Kunersdorf); Dec. 1759 August von Dingel- 
stadt; Nov. 1762 Balthasar von Bohlen; Sept. 1770 Carl 
von Podjurski; March 1781 Prince Friedrich Eugen of 
Wůrttemberg. 

Actions: 3, 4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16, 18. 

Uniform: mirliton 1752-71, otherwise busby with light 
blue bag, which some sources indicate was worn before its 
official sanction in 1771. Light blue dolman and Shara- 
waden (some sources indicate white Sharawaden until later 
17508), white pelisse with white fur (black until late 17508), 
braid mixed light blue and white; light blue breeches with 
mixed white and light blue braid shown 1758. Crimson 
sash with white barrels, white sabretache laced light blue, 
white shabraque with light blue vandyck edged with mixed 
light blue and white braid. NCOs: silver cuff lace, light 
blue rosette on front of mirliton. Officers: silver lace, 
including double undulating ‘frame’ on dolman and 
pelisse; light blue mirliton rosette, black pelisse-fur; light 
blue sabretache (presumably for ordinary use) with light 
blue vandycks edged silver, bearing gold crowned white 
shield bearing gold-crowned black eagle. Trumpeters: 
silver-laced mirliton with mixed white and light blue 
plume, mixed light blue and white braid; white lace with 
light blue edges on pelisse-wings, and some sources 
indicate sleeve-chevrons, not shown by Thieme (but by 
this date, 1792, light blue pelisses were in use, introduced 
1787); Thieme shows light blue and red mirliton rosette. 
Trumpet cords light blue and white (light blue sashes 
with white barrels shown before late 1750s). 


5th Hussars (‘Black’ or ‘Death Hussars’) 

Raised 1741 from sqdns. of 1st and 2nd Hussars. Chefs: 
March 1744 Joseph von Ruesch (Freiherr from 1753); May 
1762 Friedrich von Lossow; Oct. 1783 Carl von 
Hohenstock. 

Actions: 3, 9, 13, 14, 16, 17. 

Uniform: mirliton bearing white skull over crossed bones 
on front. Black dolman, pelisse, sharawaden, pelisse-fur 
and leatherwork, red collar and cuffs from 1772, white 


1 Officer, 8th Cuirassiers 
2 Officer, llth Cuirassiers, Galarock 
3 Officer, 13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps), Galarock, post-1762 


1 Standard-bearer, 13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps), post-1762 
2 Officer, 13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps), post-1762 

3 Trumpeter, 10th Cuirassiers (Gens d’armes) 

4 Officer, 12th Cuirassiers, post 1762 
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1 Trooper, 5th Dragoons, 1745 
2 Trooper, 7th Cuirassiers 


3 Trooper, 2nd Cuirassiers 


1 Trooper, 6th Dragoons 
2 Officer, 4th Dragoons, 1750 
3 Officer, Ist Dragoons 
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1 Trooper, 5th (‘Black or Death”) Hussars, 1744 
2 Trooper, 2nd Hussars 
3 Field Officer, 2nd Hussars, Gala Dress 
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1 Officer, 6th Hussars, post-1762 

2 Trumpeter, 1st Hussars 

3 Trooper, Bosniaks, summer uniform, post-1762 
4 Officer, Bosniaks, winter uniform, post-1762 


buttons and braid, red sash with white barrels; plain black 
sabretache; black shabraque with red vandycks edged 
white. NCOs: silver cuff-lace, white rosette on mirliton 
instead of skull. Officers: silver lace, including mirliton 
rosette and double undulating ‘frame’ around breast-braid 
on dolman and pelisse; sabretache for ordinary wear black 
with silver crowned ‘FR’, red vandycked border edged 
silver. Trumpeters: white plume and mirliton wing-edging, 
mixed black and white braid, white lace with two black 
stripes on wings and dolman cuffs (red stripes later, 
presumably after adoption of red facings); pelisse with 
white fur lining but black edging. 1752 Regulations note 
white lace, silver mirliton-lace, white and black feather; 
Thieme shows a trumpeter with no wings, red and white 
braid, red lace ‘frame’ and red mirliton with black wing 
lined red, red-tipped white plume, and red/white/black 
rosette. A post-Seven Years’ War source shows red 
mirliton cords with yellow tassels (squadron identifi- 
cation?), and officers with fur busby with red bag, and 
white pelisse-fur. 


6th Hussars (‘Brown Hussars’) 

Raised 1741. Chefs: March 1742 Isidor, Graf von Hoditz; 
Aug. 1743 Carl von Soldan; Aug. 1746 Ludwig, Freiherr 
von Wechmar; Feb. 1757 Johann von Werner; Jan. 1785 
Johann von Groling. 

Actions: 3, 5, 7, 8, 12, 15, 21. 

Uniform: mirliton, brown dolman, Sharamaden and pel- 


Prussian hussars in 
combat during the early 
campaigns, note the low 
busbies and omission of tal 
pelisses and Sharawaden. 

The officer, falling 

wounded in the 

foreground, has a plume 

and busbv-decoration of 

the tvpe shown in the 

portrait of Wartenberg as 

Chef of the 3rd Hussars, 
referred to in the text. 

(After Menzel) 


isse; vellow collar, cuffs, braid and buttons; white pelisse- 
fur; vellow sash with white barrels. Brown sabretache with 
yellow lace, brown shabraque with yellow vandycks. 
NCOs: gold cuff-lace, yellow rosette on front of mirliton. 
Officers: see Plate H1. Trumpeters: mirliton with gold 
wing-lace, blue and yellow plume, yellow and white braid; 
white lace with two yellow stripes on wings. Yellow and 
white trumpet cords. (The shade of uniform colour was 
originally a pale, greyish brown; dark brown was not 
introduced until 1803.) 


7th Hussars (‘Yellow Hussars’) 

Sometimes listed as the 8th, and replacing the disbanded 
‘Red Hussars’ as the 7th. Raised 1743. Chefs: April 1744 
Peter von Dieury; April 1746 Heinrich von Billerbeck; 
Aug. 1756 Paul von Malachowski; Dec. 1775 Adolf von 
Usedom. 

Actions: 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 17, 18. (This provides an 
example of how a regiment could serve in two campaigns 
simultaneously, by the fact that squadrons could act 
independently of each other: two squadrons only served 
with the Allied army at Minden as part of a composite 
hussar unit.) 

Uniform: mirliton; lemon yellow dolman, lightish blue 
pelisse and Sharamaden, white braid and buttons, light. 


blue collar and cuffs after 1771. Light blue sash with white 
barrels; light blue sabretache laced white; light blue 
shabraque with yellow vandycks edged white. NCOs: 


silver cuff-lace, light blue mirliton rosette. Officers: silver 
lace, including double undulating ‘frame’ around breast- 
braid on dolman and pelisse, light blue mirliton rosette; 
light blue dress sabretache bearing silver crown over black 
eagle upon silver trophy of arms, within silver foliage, 
scalloped silver lace border. Officers’ shabraque light blue 
with silver lace edging. Trumpeters: silver edge on mirliton 
wing, light blue and yellow plume; braid mixed white and 
light blue, white lace with two light blue stripes on wings. 


8th Hussars (‘Red Hussars’) 

Raised 1743. Chefs: Nov. 1743 Sigismund von Hallasz; 
Sept. 1747 Alexander von Seydlitz; April 1759 Otto von 
Gersdorff. Disbanded after Seven Years’ War. 

Actions: 3, 8, 10, 11, 12, 19. (This is an example of a unit 
serving in several major actions but not at regimental 
strength: two sqdns. at Rossbach, three at Breslau, five at 
Kolin and Leuthen.) 

Uniform: mirliton; darkish red dolman, pelisse and Shara- 
waden, white braid and buttons, black pelisse-fur; red sash 
with white barrels; plain black leather sabretache; red 
shabraque with red vandycks edged white. Cartridge-box 
belt worn over left shoulder, the same as the carbine belt. 
NCOs: silver cuff-lace, red mirliton-rosette. Officers: silver 
lace, including double undulating ‘frame’ around breast- 
braid; sabretache (presumably for ordinary use) red, 
bearing crowned ‘FR’ and border in silver. Trumpeters: 


silver lace edging to mirliton wing, mixed white and red 


plume; mixed white and red braid, white lace with two red 
stripes on wings. 


oth Hussars (“New Black’ 

or ‘Whole Death’ Regt.) 

Raised 1758; re-numbered 8th after disbandment of ‘Red’ 
Regt. Chefs: Jan. 1761 Wilhelm von Belling (who had 
commanded from the beginning); Dec. 1779 Carl von 
Hohenstock; Oct. 1783 August von der Schulenberg. 
Actions: Kunersdorf (5 sqdns.), Freiberg (10 sqdns.). 
Uniform: see Plate G3. Mirliton with white device on front, 
or a reclining skeleton and motto ‘Vincere aut Mori’; as 
this badge was more extensive than the skull of the original 
Death Hussars (5th), the unit was known as der ganze Tod 
(“the whole Death’)! Black dolman, pelisse, Sharawaden 
and sash, yellow buttons, light green braid, white pelisse- 
fur. Black leather sabretache bearing light green crowned 
‘FR’ and border; black shabraque with light green van- 
dycks. NCOs: light green rosette on mirliton instead of 
skeleton; gold lace edging to cuffs shown by Menzel. 
Officers: gold lace, black pelisse-fur, light green collar and 
cuffs; black sabretache for ordinary use bearing gold 
crowned ‘FR’, light green vandycked border edged gold. 
Officers’ shabraque for full dress, black with green 
vandycks edged gold, bearing gold-crowned white shield 
emblazoned with gold-crowned black eagle in rear corners; 
ordinary shabraque similar, with gold crowned ‘FR’ 
instead of shield. Trumpeters: braid mixed black and 


Members of the 1st 
Hussars loot the French 
baggage at Gotha, 15 
September 1757; note the 
pelisses worn as jackets, 
and the low size of the 
busby at this period. (After 
Knótel) 


Prussian hussars 
(foreground) perform one 
of their principal tasks: 
pursuing an enemy in 
retreat and preventing him 
from rallying. (After 
Menzel) 


yellow, yellow lace with two black stripes on wings and 
cuffs. From 1764 the regiment adopted the uniform of the 
previous ‘Red’ Regt. 


roth Hussars 

Raised 1773. Chef: Aug. 1773 Carl von Owstien. 

Uniform: busby with yellow bag; yellow dolman; dark blue 
collar, cuffs, pelisse and Sharawaden; white buttons and 
pelisse-fur; red braid, including ‘frame’ around breast of 
dolman and pelisse; crimson sash with dark blue barrels; 
dark blue sabretache bearing red crowned ‘FR’, yellow 
vandycked border edged red; dark blue shabraque with 
yellow vandycked border edged red. NCOs: silver cuff- 
lace. Officers: silver lace; ordinary shabraque as other ranks 
but silver vandycks. Trumpeters: mirliton with red plume, 
mixed red and blue braid, red lace with oblique blue 
stripes on ‘frames’ and on pelisse-wings. Thieme shows a 
silver-laced mirliton with red rosette and red-tipped white 
plume, a fringed ‘frame’ on the dolman, and no wings. 


BOSNIAKEN 

Ranked as gth Hussars from 1771. One of the most unusual 
units in the army, the Bosniaks were raised for Saxon 
service by an Albanian jeweller named Stephan Serkis, 
who recruited some lancers in the Ukraine. Unable to 
enlist in Saxon service, he offered his men to Frederick, 
who attached a squadron of them to the 5th Hussars in 
1745. The corps was enlarged to ten squadrons by 1763, 
but their performance was not outstanding and they 
reverted to squadron strength. Increased to five squadrons 
in 1770, the unit was allocated the number 9 in the list of 
hussar regiments and increased to ten squadrons in 1773, 
but remained associated with the 5th Hussars until granted 


its own Chef in 1788; prior to that date, its colonel was that 
of the 5th Hussars. 

Uniform: The original Bosniak uniform was a semi- 
oriental style, which was retained even when Germans and 
various deserters were recruited; many variations are 
depicted in various sources. Originally, it included a white 
turban around a red skull-cap, with a mixed red and white 
feather at the left; a dolman-length red jacket with white 
lace edging around the collar and cuffs and down the breast 
and bottom edge, the pointed cuffs bearing a white loop, 
and the breast without buttons; and Turkish-style, baggy 
red trousers with white lace on the outer seam. Over the 
jacket was worn a long-skirted black overcoat with folding 
collar and wide, elbow-length sleeves, with white lace 
around the edges and on the bottom of the sleeve. 
Equipment was black leather, including a cartridge-box 
which bore a white ‘FR’ cypher; black shabraque with red 
vandycks, and similar holster caps, which in addition bore 
a white ‘FR’. Three tassel-ended laces were borne on the 
breast of jacket and overcoat by officers and NCOs, in 
silver and white lace respectively. 

The semi-oriental appearance was retained in the 
unbraided red jacket and baggy trousers, both laced white 
as before, the trousers latterly having vertical side-pockets 
piped white, and white piping around red cloth reinforcing 
around the ankle. Some sources indicate the use of 
mirlitons, but latterly a dark brown fur cap was worn 
(sometimes shown as black); although this was probably 
not introduced until after the Seven Years’ War, perhaps 
as late as 1780, some sources date it at least as early as 1762. 
This busby had no hanging bag buta red cloth crown, with 
white cords and raquettes hanging at the right (Menzel 
shows light green, presumably squadron colouring), with 
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officer persuade him to 
escape. This engraving 
after Menzel shows the 
busby at the height it 
attained after the early 
campaigns. 


At the conclusion ofthe 
defeat of Kunersdorf, 
Frederick was observed 
standing alone, sword 
stuck into the ground at his 
feet, awaiting death; only 
with difficulty did a hussar 
plumes as worn by the other cavalry from 1762. Other 
ranks wore a red girdle (officers a silver and black sash); 
black leather equipment continued to be used, the 
cartridge-box belt over the left shoulder (right for NCOs), 
troopers having a white carbine belt over the left shoulder, 
to the spring clip of which was attached a pistol. Officers 
wore a very long, red frock coat with three rows of buttons 
and silver hussar-braid on the breast, and silver piping 
outlining the vertical side-pockets, with black cuffs and 
falling collar piped silver. 

This red uniform was summer dress; in winter, all ranks 
wore a very long, black frock coat with black cuffs. The 
falling collar and lining were off-white or pale grey fur, 
with white piping down the breast (no buttons), around the 
bottom edge and on the vertical pockets. NCOs had silver 
lace on the upper edge of the cuffs (as on the red summer 
jacket), and three tassel-ended white lace loops on each 
side of the upper breast; the girdle was worn over this 
garment. The officers’ winter frock coat was black with 
silver piping to the cuffs, around the pockets and down the 
front and bottom edges, with a red folding collar, piped 
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silver. The breast bore three rows of buttons and tassel- 
ended loops of hussar-style braid. The winter frock coat is 
sometimes described as very dark blue, but this colour did 
not replace the black until 1787, when narrower, white 
trousers and black sabretaches were also introduced. 

Trumpeters were dressed like the troopers, with black 
wings on the original overcoat, bearing white lace with a 
red stripe; the red mirliton had a black wing, red rosette on 
the front and a white plume with red base. Later, the 
summer uniform was like that of the troopers (including 
busby with red-tipped white plume), but with mixed red 
and white piping and with the musicians’ lace on collar and 
cuffs; latterly this was white with two red stripes. The 
black winter coat had mixed red and white piping, 
musicians’ lace on the cuffs, and three mixed red and 
white, tassel-ended loops on the upper breast. 

Lances were carried by the unit, usually depicted with 
the shafts painted in red and black spirals, with a variety of 
swallow-tailed pennons which were apparently coloured 
according to squadron or company: among recorded 
designs are black, white, light green, orange, crimson, red, 
green over red or white, white over red, and black over 
yellow. Officers’ and NCOs’ lances had pennons of black 
over white, the black bearing a golden sun and the white a 
gold-crowned, flying black eagle. For officers the pennons 
were made of silk, and the lance-shafts painted white. 


STANDARDS 


As in the infantry, each regiment carried a number of 
standards, one per squadron (Eskadronstandarte), with one 
designated the Leibstandarte or colonel’s standard. Stan- 
dards were not renewed automatically upon the accession 
of anew monarch, so that some bearing the ‘F WR’ cypher 
remained alongside newer examples bearing ‘FR’. 
Devices were similar for both patterns: an oval silver 
centre bearing a black eagle with gold crown, flying 
towards a gold sun on the earlier pattern, and with 
outspread wings, holding a sword and with a gold crowned 
‘FR’ on its breast for the newer pattern; above the eagle 
was a scroll of the ground-colour of the standard, bearing 
‘Non Soli Cedit’ on the older, and ‘Pro Gloria et Patria’ on 
the newer pattern. The oval centre was surrounded by a 


Table A: Cuirassier & Dragoon Standards 


metallic wreath (green and metallic for cuirassiers) with a 
metallic crown with red cap above; a crowned cypher 
within a metallic wreath (green for cuirassiers), sometimes 
on a silver ground, was placed in each corner. For some 
regiments, straight-edged or undulating ‘rays’ formed a 
saltire from the corners. 

Leibstandarte were white, with the central panel of the 
Eskadronstandarte ground-colour, with the same devices. 
Standards were square for cuirassiers and swallow-tailed 
for dragoons, both with metallic fringe. The poles were of 
the standard’s ground-colour, topped with fretted gilt 
spear-heads bearing the cypher as on the standard; two 
streamers attached below the spear-head were silver and 
black. (The length of service of Prussian flags was such that 
1740-pattern infantry colours remained in use until the 
very end of the Napoleonic Wars). Colouring was as the 
accompanying Table A: 


Regiment colour decoration remarks 

Ist Cuirassiers yellow gold 

2nd Cuirassiers dark red/purple silver yellow straight rays 

3rd Cuirassiers white gold 

4th Cuirassiers dark red/purple gold 

5th Cuirassiers light blue gold white straight rays 

6th Cuirassiers dark blue gold 

7th Cuirassiers red gold 

8th Cuirassiers black gold gold eagle on centre of Leibstandarte 
gth Cuirassiers sea-green gold 

roth Cuirassiers gold gold 

11th Cuirassiers dark blue gold 

12th Cuirassiers orange gold 

13th Cuirassiers  Vexillium: see Plate Bi 

ist Dragoons yellow gold 

2nd Dragoons yellow gold red straight rays 

3rd Dragoons white (Menzel, rose-pink) gold Leibstandarte with rose-pink centre 
4th Dragoons white gold Leibstandarte with blue centre 
5th Dragoons black gold 

6th Dragoons light blue gold gold undulating rays 

7th Dragoons black gold red undulating rays 

8th Dragoons black gold red undulating rays 

gth Dragoons yellow silver red undulating rays 

roth Dragoons orange silver red straight rays 

11th Dragoons yellow silver silver undulating rays 

12th Dragoons red silver 
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as carried in the Seven 
Years’ War by the ist, 3rd, 
4th, 8th, roth, 11th and 12th 
Regiments. 


Cuirassier standard, ‘old’ 
pattern, with eagle and sun 
centre, ‘Non Soli Cedit’ 
motto and ‘FWR’ cyphers; 


(The earlier patterns were carried during the Seven Years’ 
War by the rst, 3rd, 4th, 8th, roth, rith and 12th 
Cuirassiers, and rst, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 7th Dragoons.) 
Until 1743 hussar regiments carried swallow-tailed 
guidons, all with a contrastingly coloured, vandycked 
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edged ‘rays’ of the 
Eskadronstandarte of the 
2nd and 5th Regiments. 


Cuirassier standard, ‘new’ 
pattern, with ‘Pro Gloria et 
Patria’ motto and ‘FR’ 
cyphers; with the straight- 


edge. Central devices were the same as for dragoons, with 
motto-scroll in the ground colour, and crowned cypher 
within a wreath in each corner; Leibstandarte were white 
with the centre of the ground colour of the Eskandronstan- 
darte. See Table B for details. 


Ey OT ETT NME 


Dragoon standard, ‘old’ 
pattern, with the straight- 
edged rays of the 
Eskadronstandarte of the 
2nd Regiment. 


Table B: Hussar Guidons 


Regiment colour vandycked edge decoration 
Ist Hussars dark green light green silver 

2nd Hussars blue red gold 

3rd Hussars blue yellow gold 

4th Hussars light blue white silver 

5th Hussars black red silver 

6th Hussars brown yellow gold 


THE PLATES 


Ar: Officer, 8th Cuirassiers 

A regiment made famous by its colonel, Seydlitz, the 8th 
had dark blue facings and silver lace. This shows two 
regimental distinctions: red cuirass-edging instead of in 
the facing colour (though Menzel shows blue), and 
turnbacks with dark blue lace for officers, instead of in the 
button colour. Typical horse furniture is depicted (after 
Knotel), with a silver-laced shabraque; the officer does not 
carry the valise and cloak at the rear of the saddle, as did the 
other ranks. 


Az: Officer, 11th Cuirassiers, Galarock 
This illustrates a typical Galarock as worn by cuirassier 
officers, always in true white instead of the off-white or 


Dragoon standard, ‘new’ 
pattern, with the 
undulating ‘rays’ of the 
4th, 8th, gth, and rith 
Regiments. 


iii AN 


straw yellow of the Kollet. In the earlier period the 
Galarock is often shown worn completely open, exposing 
the whole of the waistcoat; later it appears with the lapels 
closer together, or even closed at the upper breast. This 
officer carries the Pallasch with the Galarock, though 
lighter swords could be used with this order of dress. 


A3: Officer, 13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps), 
Galarock, post-1762 

Only the officers of the roth and 13th Cuirassiers wore a 
scarlet Galarock, that of the Garde du Corps being by far 
the most magnificent. It had dark blue facings (but no 
lapels); foliate-embroidered silver loops with simulated 
tassel end, eight on each lapel and two on the cuff, pocket 
flap and rear waist; a silver aiguillette; and dark blue lining, 
visible when the tails were turned back, a somewhat later 
practice. The hat has the 1762 plume, and the lace and 
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larger than the original 
type, but still lack the 
plumes adopted from 1762. 
(After Menzel) 


Frederick instructs a 
hussar regiment in review; 
for a ‘dress’ occasion the 
pelisses are worn slung 
over the left shoulder. The 
busbies shown are now 


white feather edging worn with the Galarock; the officer 
carries a lighter sword in place of the Pallasch. 


Br: Standard-bearer, 13th Cuirassiers (Garde 
du Corps), post-1762 

Standards were normally carried by NCOs or junior 
officers; this Standartenjunker has the double silver cuff 
lace, black and white sword knot tassel and black-tipped 
plume of NCO rank, but wears the cartridge-box belt over 
the same shoulder as the troopers, not in NCO fashion, in 
order to accommodate the standard belt; these were of 
metallic lace of the button colour with facing-coloured 
stripe, and metallic fringe. The Garde du Corps standard 
was in the form of a vexi//um, suspended from a horizontal 
bar from a pole topped by a sculpted, silver eagle. 


Bz: Officer, 13th Cutrassiers (Garde du Corps), 
post-1762 

As a mark of their ‘household’ status, for ceremonial palace 
duty the Garde du Corps wore the ordinary Kollet without 
the cuirass, with a sleeveless supreveste or tabard over the 
top. For all ranks it was red with silver lace decoration 
down the front, side seams, on the bottom edge and around 
the neck- and arm-holes, with a large, silver-embroidered 
star of the Order of the Black Eagle on the breast (with 
orange centre bearing a black eagle, green wreath below 
and ‘Suum Cuique’ above). For officers the lacing was 
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especially fine; the garment had a silver fringe around the 
bottom edge, and was worn with a laced hat with feathered 
edge. For dismounted guard duty the other ranks wore 
black knee-gaiters and carried muskets. The unit’s sabres 
were of cuirassier pattern but with white metal hilts. 


B3: Trumpeter, roth Cuirassiers (Gens 
d’armes) 

This illustrates a typical trumpeter’s uniform, like that of 
the other ranks but minus the cuirass (thus revealing the 
lace edging to the breast), plus the hanging sleeves and 
musicians’ lace; for the roth, hat-feathers were red and the 
lace gold with one or two red stripes for narrow and wide 
varieties respectively. Trumpeters’ swords are often depic- 
ted as being lighter than the ordinary Pallasch. 


B4: Officer, 12th Cuirassiers, post 1762 

This depicts a typical cuirassier officer’s uniform, with the 
plume adopted in 1762 and the regimental orange facings 
and gold lace. The cuirass is sometimes depicted, especi- 
ally in the later period, worn under the Galarock instead of 
with the Kollet. 


C1: Trooper, 5th Dragoons, 1745 

The original white dragoon uniform is illustrated here, 
worn by a trooper of the famous Bayreuth Dragoons, 
perhaps the most effective of Frederick’s cavalry. They 
won immortal fame at Hohenfriedberg, when for the loss 
of less than a hundred men their charge overturned part of 
the Austrian army, capturing five fieldpieces, 2,500 men 
and 67 Colours. Frederick described them as ‘Caesars’; but 
part of their effectiveness lay in the fact that the unit was 


twice the ordinary establishment of a dragoon regiment. 
Having almost brigade strength they had not been in- 
cluded in the more restrictive order of battle, but were 
permitted to act as a cavalry reserve, and thus were able to 
execute their charge independently. 


C2: Trooper, 7th Cuirassiers 

This shows the ordinary cuirassier uniform, with the buff- 
leather carbine belt ornamented with the same regimental 
lace as borne upon the Kollet. Except for the polished 
cuirasses of the 13th, cuirasses were enamelled black with 
facing-coloured edging (except for the 8th), either enamel- 
led or in the form of fabric ‘cuffs’; ruched fabric edging was 
worn only by officers. 


C3: Trooper, 2nd Cuirassiers 

Alone of the cuirassier regiments, the 2nd wore coats of a 
strong yellow shade, hence the nickname Gelbe Reiter. 
Evidence exists for this unit of the company identification 
by the troopers’ sword knot tassels, though in general such 
identifications are not clear. The fringe was white, with the 
‘bell’ above identifying the squadron (red, blue, black, 
yellow or green), companies within the squadron having 
either a coloured ‘bell’ or one with a white central portion. 
Illustrated here is the position of the shoulder strap, 
generally set to the rear of the shoulder on the Kollet. 


D1: Trooper, 6th Dragoons 

This member of the famous ‘Porcelain Regiment’ wears 
the light blue uniform worn throughout most of 
Frederick’s reign, and depicts the typical horse furniture of 
heavy regiments, with blackened harness. Although the 
design of shabraque varied, in other respects the equip- 
ment was standard, including the carbine carried with its 
muzzle in a small bucket below the right holster, with a 


Although Frederick put 
great emphasis for even 
outlying parties of cavalry 
to remain in formed 
bodies, elements of hussar 
squadrons could skirmish 
in open order, firing 
carbines from the saddle. 
(After Menzel) 


introduction of plumes 
from 1762, as in this 
engraving after Menzel, 
showing the mirliton with 
wing unwound. 


Upright plumes appear to 
have been worn as 
indications of senior 
commissioned rank even 
before the general 


strap around the butt securing it to the saddle. An iron- 
shod picket stake was strapped to the carbine. 


Dz: Officer, 4th Dragoons, 1750 

Shown here is the earlier style of dragoon uniform, soon 
after the adoption of the light blue coat, with lapels having 
a curved bottom edge. The hat is the original tricorn, 
without the later flattening of the front corner, and is 
shown by Menzel with a silver lace edging. The boots of 
the earlier period sometimes appear slightly higher and 
narrower than later, a style which even extended to hussar 
officers, who are depicted with boots of hussar cut but 
above knee length. 
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Charge of the ‘Black’ or 
‘Death’ Hussars (5th Regt.) 
at Gross-Jágersdorf. 
Although the details of 
uniform are observed 
accurately, many non- 


contemporary illustrations 
depict the use in combat of 
both dolman and pelisse, 
whereas it would appear 
that they were rarely used 
together on campaign. 


D3: Officer, 1st Dragoons 

A slightly later style than that shown in Plate D2, this 
includes the coat with skirts turned back. Menzels 
depiction of this uniform includes the 1762 plume and 
coat-loops of semi-undulating foliate design, but a portrait 
of the regimental Chef Johann von Alemann (1751-55) 
clearly shows the tassel-ended loops, and in addition a 
gold-laced hat with white feathered edge, and gauntlets of 
a shade even darker than the sulphur yellow of the 


waistcoat. 


Er: Trooper, 3rd Dragoons, post-1762 

The 3rd Dragoons (shown here with the 1762 plume) wore 
pink facings and hat-rosettes and white buttons; the 
cartridge-box bore a brass, eight-pointed star of the Order 
of the Black Eagle. Shabraques were pink with rounded 
rear corners, with a wide inner and narrower outer border 
of white lace. Officers wore silver foliate loops. Musicians’ 
lace was white with pink diamonds, and a pink stripe near 
each edge. 
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E2: Drummer, 5th Dragoons 

When mounted, the infantry-style side drums of dragoon 
drummers were suspended from the drum belt at the left 
side. Musicians’ lace was worn only on the facings and 
wings, with the rear skirt buttons set upon lace rosettes; for 
the 5th, musicians’ lace was silver with two red stripes. 
Drum hoops were not invariably striped white and the 
facing colour, as here: the 2nd, for example, are shown 
with white hoops bearing a blue zigzag line with red 
‘tripods’ within the Vs of the zigzag; the 4th with alternate 
light blue and white diagonals; and the gth the same but 
with two red stripes on the white diagonals. 


E3: Trooper, 9th Dragoons 

The gth was one of three regiments not to wear lapels, but 
the only one to have no contrasting facing colour and lace 
button loops for all ranks, which are shown by Menzel as 
very wide, with rounded ends. Two pairs of four loops 
were carried on the breast, and two on the cuff, pocket flap 
and rear waist; hat-rosettes were light blue with white 
centre, and waistcoats straw yellow. The light blue 
shabraque had pointed rear corners, and a border of white 
lace with a red stripe near the edges. NCOs’ coats were 
laced as for other ranks, but in silver. Officers wore silver 
foliate loops with ‘simulated tassel ends. Musicians’ lace 


was white with light blue edges and an undulating stripe; 
they wore no button-loops. 


E4: NCO, roth Dragoons 

This NCO wears the usual rank distinctions: black and 
white hat-rosettes and sword knot tassel, metallic lace on 
the cuff, and no carbine belt. Regimental distinctions for 
the roth were: orange collar, cuffs and turnbacks, no lapels; 
white buttons; yellow waistcoat. Other ranks had orange 
hat-rosettes with light blue centre. The orange shabraque 
had a white lace border. Officers wore silver foliate loops 
with simulated tassel ends, two pairs over four on breast, 
two on cuff and rear waist. Musicians’ lace was white with 
an orange stripe and light blue edges. 


Fr: Trooper, 5th (‘Black’ or ‘Death’) Hussars, 
1744 

This figure, after Knotel, shows an early uniform, when 
the mirliton is often depicted somewhat lower and nar- 
rower at the top than it became later. This shows a typical 
summer campaign uniform, with pelisse and Sharamaden 
omitted; alternatively, the pelisse could be worn as a jacket 
in place of the dolman. The death’s-head badge on the 
mirliton gave rise to the regimental sobriquet, ‘Death 
Hussars’. The regiment’s Leib-Company rode white or 
grey horses, despite Frederick’s advice that for nocturnal 
operations ‘no dogs or white horses should be allowed’, or 
anything to indicate their position to the enemy. 


F2: Trooper, 2nd Hussars 

The 2nd Hussars were famous for having the great hussar 
Zieten as their Chef for almost 45 years. Alone of the hussar 
regiments, save the roth raised in 1773, the 2nd was 
distinguished by the use by all ranks of the ‘frame’ of lace 
worn around the braid of both the dolman and pelisse. 


F3: Field Officer, 2nd Hussars, Gala Dress 

For parade dress officers of the 2nd wore yellow boots (a 
quite common colour in the earlier period), and instead of 
the pelisse a cloak made of an entire leopard-skin lined 
with crimson fabric and edged with sable, worn over the 
left shoulder and fastened under the right arm. Upon the 
skin gilt stars, heart, sun and crescent moon were affixed. 
Squadron commanders and regimental staff officers wore a 
singular ornament in the busby: an eagle wing upon a gilt 
staff resembling a sceptre, tipped with a crown over a 
pierced ‘FR’ cypher, the eagle feathers supported by a gilt 
framework at the base of the sceptre: it continued to be 


Trooper, 1st Hussars: 
apparently a facsimile 
copy of an illustration by 
C.C. Horvath, 1789, 
showing the hussar 
uniform at the end of the 
Frederickian period, with 
the plume introduced 
from 1762. The ‘canary 
green’ dolman and darker 
green pelisse have white 
braid; the sabretache bears 
the FWR' cypher of 


Frederick’s successor. 


worn in full dress instead of the plume adopted in 1762. 
Menzel shows the sceptre affixed to the busby internally, 
but an extant cap has a gilt tube fixed to the outside. 


Gr: Officer, 3rd Hussars 

Officers of the 3rd wore gold lace, including an undulating 
‘frame’ around the breast-braid on pelisse and dolman. In 
addition to the elaborately embroidered yellow sabretache 
(shown by Menzel with a blue ground) officers had a 
plainer version: yellow with a gold-crowned white shield 
bearing a black eagle, with plain gold lace border. A 
portrait of Hartwig von Wartenberg (Chef 1745-57) 
illustrates the earliest style of headdress, a squat brown 
busby with white bag and short white plume (presumably 
indicative of rank) rising from a large, jewelled ornament at 
the left front of the cap. The braid on the dolman breast is 
narrow, the buttons at this date being set closer together 
horizontally than later, and the pelisse has no lines of braid 
but merely the ‘frame’ and loops hanging from the buttons. 
He wears a gold-covered pouch-belt over the left shoulder, 
which Menzel’s version of the portrait shows as white with 
gold edges. 


Gz: Trooper, ‘Red’ Hussars 


Sometimes numbered as the 7th, the ‘Red’ (numbered 
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here as the 8th) was disbanded following its surrender at 
Maxen, the previous ‘Whole Death’ regiment filling its 
place and adopting its uniform. Recorded variations on the 
uniform include an officer’s portrait lacking the ‘frame’ of 
lace on the breast but with five rows of buttons, and silver- 
laced pouch- and sword-belts with red edging. Shown here 
are the lace hearts sometimes worn on the Sharamaden, 
which were often present in the earlier years; and note the 
regimental practice of wearing the cartridge-box- and 
carbine-belts over the same shoulder. 


G3: Trooper, ‘Total Death’ Hussars 

The oth gained their nickname from the reclining skeleton 
on their mirlitons, in effect going one stage further than the 
original Death Hussars (5th) whose badge was a death’s- 
head. The shape of this device is shown differently; Menzel 
depicts the skeleton reclining with the head to the right, 
upon the motto ‘Vincere aut Mori’, while another version 


Trooper, 7th Hussars. This for example, showing the 
study is typical of the light blue facings added to 


uniform illustrations of 
Adolph Menzel, executed 
more than 60 years after 
the end of the reign of 
Frederick the Great. 
Although accurate, in 
many cases they depict 
uniforms of the later part 
of the period, in this case, 


the 7th’s yellow dolman 
from 1771. At the right are 
NCO rank distinctions: 
silver cuff-lace, silver and 
black sword knot, and 
mirliton bearing a blue 
rosette on the front anda 
white plume with black 


tip. 


À story used to illustrate 
the stalwart conduct of the 
Prussian army concerned 
the capture by the French 
ofa wounded ‘Black’ 
Hussar in 1758. He was 
interrogated about 
Prussian strength by the 
French Prince Clermont, 
who asked, ‘How strong is 
your king?’ ‘As strong as 
steel and iron.’ ‘How many 
are your comrades?’ ‘As 
many as the stars in the 
sky.’ Clermont asked in 
admiration, ‘My friend, 
does your king possess 
other soldiers as brave as 
you?’ The hussar replied 
that he was only a poor 
example, or else he 
wouldn't have been taken 
prisoner. (After Knôtel) 


Frederick greets Zieten at 
Torgau, after the latter 
had been given semi- 
independent command of 
a large proportion of 
Frederick’s army, and had 
virtually saved Frederick 
from defeat. Zieten (right) 
wears the uniform of his 
2nd Hussars, with the 
pelisse as a jacket for 
winter service, and a white 
cloak; and carries the dress 
version of the officers’ 
sabretache, bearing a 
black eagle on a white 
shield, backed by a gold- 
embroidered trophy of 
arms and with scalloped 
gold lace edging. (Print 
after Carl Rôchling) 


shows it with scythe and hourglass. Menzel also shows 
green facings, worn only by officers, black pelisse-fur, and 
yellow barrels and cords on the sash. The mirliton at this 
period (c.1758) is slightly smaller and narrower at the top 
than the size it attained later. 


G4: Trooper, 7th Hussars 

This ‘Yellow Hussar’ depicts the reverse of the hussar 
costume in general; note the leather reinforcing usually 
carried on the elbows and rear cuff of the dolman. This 
unit was one of the hussar regiments with white cloaks (the 
ist had green, the 5th and “Total Death’ black, the 6th 
brown), despite Frederick’s aversion to this colour, believ- 
ing them too visible, especially at night. 


Hr: Officer, 6th Hussars, post-1762 

This officer of the ‘Brown’ Hussars wears the 1762 plume, 
and the mirliton rosette worn in the facing- or braid-colour 
by NCOs (dark blue for the 7th), and by officers in metallic 
or coloured lace; an alternative for the 6th is shown as 
black. The fringed ‘frame’ around the breast is shown in 
contemporary sources, but others indicate double undulat- 
ing lace. Their dress shabraque was like that of the men 
with, in the rear corners, a gold-crowned white shield 
bearing a gold-crowned black eagle, upon a gold- 
embroidered trophy of arms. In addition to the em- 
broidered sabretache, another version included the same 
device as on the shabraque, upon a brown ground, with 
yellow vandycked edge. 


Hz: Trumpeter, 1st Hussars 
Details of trumpeters’ uniforms are complicated, and 


much conflicting evidence is present, presumably indicat- 
ing changes of decoration during the period. For the ist 
Regt. braid was mixed white and green, with white lace 
with two green stripes on the wings. All trumpeters wore 
mirlitons, here with green and white plume and white 
wing-edging; Thieme shows a green rosette with red edge 
and centre. 


H3: Trooper, Bosniaks, summer uniform, post- 
1762 

In essence, this uniform (after Menzel) is very similar to 
that worn originally, but for the replacement of the turban 
by a busby, and the absence of the black frock coat with 
elbow-length sleeves and white lace edging, originally 
worn over the red jacket. The uniform still retained an 
exotic element, most notably in the Turkish-style, volumi- 
nous trousers. The fur cap may have been introduced as 
late as 1780, but some sources indicate its use as early as 
1762; white cords are sometimes depicted, but Menzel 
shows light green, perhaps a company colouring reflected 
in the lance-pennon, one of many recorded variations. 


Hj: Officer, Bosniaks, winter uniform, post- 
1762 

The black frock coat worn in winter shown here has the red 
folding collar of officers, in place of the white fur collars of 
the other ranks; Menzel shows an alternative with black 
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standing collar edged all round with silver lace, and with 


additional braid on the breast. Officers wore similar coats 
in scarlet, with black collars and cuffs, in summer; and 
although Menzel shows the universal waist sash, other 
sources indicate a silver girdle without hanging tails. 


SOURCES 


Invaluable works, essential for any study of Frederick the 
Great and his army, are the two modern volumes by 
Christopher Duffy: The Army of Frederick the Great 
(Newton Abbot, 1974) and Frederick the Great: A Military 
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An Austrian hussar in 
campaign uniform: the 
similarity with Prussian 
hussar uniform was 
another cause of confusion 
on the battlefield, which 
Frederick made serious 
attempts to prevent. (After 
Von Ottenfeld) 
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des Grossen in ther Uniformerung (Berlin 1908). The other 
great illustrator, Richard Knotel, featured Frederickian 
uniforms in his plates, and also in Der Alte Fritz in 50 
Bildern fiir Jung und Alt (Berlin 1895), a work of the 
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ation with Carl Rochling. 

Useful biographies of Frederick include Frederick the 


Great (Nancy Mitford, London 1970), and Thomas 
Carlyle’s History of Friedrich II of Prussia, called Frederick 
the Great (London, 1858-65) is still of value. The Pictorial 
History of Germany during the Reign of Frederick the Great 
(F. Kugler, London 1845) includes anecdotal material and 
illustrations by Menzel. Frederick’s writings can probably 
be found most conveniently in Military Instructions from 
the late King of Prussia to his Generals (trans. T. Foster, 
London 1797) and Particular Instruction of the King of 
Prussia to the Officers of his Army, and especially those of 
Cavalry, both reprinted in a combined edition, London 
1818. Die Kavallerie-Regimenter Friedrich des Grossen 
1756-1763 (G. Dorn & J. Engelmann, Friedberg 1984) 
includes useful regimental histories. The booklet Prussian 
Cavalry, Seven Years War: Dragoons and Curassiers (sic) 
(R.D. Pengel & G.R. Hurt, Birmingham 1981) is a useful 


Frederick’s last interview 
with the old Zieten. Zieten 
and his aides wear the 
uniform of his znd 
Hussars, the general with 
the yellow boots of full 
dress; and all three hussars 
illustrate the practice of 
wearing a tricorn hat in 
some orders of dress, 
instead of the busby. On 
one occasion the old 
hussar, who died only a 
short time before 
Frederick himself, fell 


asleep at the king’s table; 
Frederick remarked, ‘Let 
him sleep; he watched long 
enough over us.’ Upon the 
death of the old hussar, 
and reflecting upon his 
own approaching end, 
Frederick said, ‘Our old 
Zieten has shown himself a 
good general even in death. 
In the wars he always 
commanded the advance 
guard; he has taken the 
lead now, too...’ (After 
Rôchling) 


guide, drawn to a considerable extent from Bleckwenn. An 
interesting assessment of Frederick’s use of cavalry is The 
Cavalry of Frederick the Great: Its Training, Leading and 
Employment in War, W.H. Greenly, in Cavalry Journal 
Vol. VI (London 1911). 
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